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I January, February, March 2021
CHA President's

Message

Our museum will continue to be closed for the
foreseeable future, until it is safe for staff and visitors
to re-open. Michael, Richard, Perky and I spend time
here each week separately taking care of the basics and
wiping down surfaces before we leave. The Board had
a Zoom meeting on December 8 and will have another
on January 12.
Our next Quarterly Meeting will be Sunday,
February 14 at 2:00 PM on Zoom. We hope you
will join us. I will automatically send out a Zoom
invitation to all members for whom we have email
addresses shortly before the meeting. Email
cha@colmahistory.com if we don't have your
address.
The program will be "Colma's 2020 Experience
with COVID-19." John Goodwin, Board Member
and Colma Town Councilman and Mayor in 2020,
will cover the city's response. Dustin Chase,
General Manager of Lucky Chances Casino, will
tell us about the Casino's experiences in the
COVID-19 environment.
Inside this issue you'll find reports on CHA 2020 A Year in Review" and our "Virtual Auction." Dan
Casentini tells us of his family'S immigration to Colma
in the summary of a 1978 news article. I have listed
some upcoming Zoom events that will give you a
break from the daily routine of sheltering-at-home.
And there are COVID-19 stats (for future historical
reference) and COVID on a lighter note by Dana
Smith.
CHA Website: check it out. Perky and I have been
working with Connie O'Leary, our webmaster, to
refresh it. We've done a lot and there's more to do!
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Stay safe. Take good care of yourselves. We will all
get through this together.
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UPCOMING

EVENTS

Daly City History Guild Museum & Archive
January 13th Lecture & Meeting
7 PM via Zoom.

Lost Department

Stores of San Francisco

Anne Evers Hitz, Author & Speaker

Send your email to receive an invitation
events@dalycityhistorymuseum.org
Book Club
Cypress Lawn Heritage Foundation
This is a great opportunity especially for history buffs.
They will meet via Zoom starting on January 21, 2021,
They meet once a month on the 3rd Thursday at 1 PM.
Contact: Terry Hamburg at 650.550.8812 or
thamburg@cypresslawn.com

San Mateo County Historical Association
Free Courthouse Docket Program
January 28, 3 PM via Zoom

Get Out of the Way (or the Highway
SMCHA recently received a set of ten bankers'
boxes of appraisals organized by the California
Division of Highways during the period of the late
1940s through the early 1970s. This collection
contains information on every property acquired.
Mitch Postel, president of SMCHA, will be presenting
the webinar. Register at www.historysmc.org Free.
Sponsored by Cypress Lawn Heritage Foundation
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Museum Hours - CURRENTLY
CLOSED due to COVID-19. We are
checking in several times a week and can
return phone calls and do limited
research.
Quarterly Meetings - Historical Museum
2nd Sunday of February 2021 - Feb. 14, 2:00 PM.
Zoom Meeting.
Program:
See President's
Message for details
Last Sunday in April 2021 - April 25, 2:00 PM
Last Sunday in July 2021 - July 25, 2:00 PM
Last Sunday of October 2021 - October 24.2 PM

Tours
The Colma Historical Association has information
on self-guided tours of our museums & of sites in
Colma. Call for information, (650) 757-1676.

Respectfully submitted by Richard Rocchetta,
Board Secretary and Museum Curator
This was the 27th anniversary of the founding of the
Colma Historical Association and the sixteenth full
year of operation of the Museum and Historical
Complex. 2020 started out as in the past. On Sunday,
February 9th the first Quarterly meeting of the year
was held at the museum. The theme of the program
was Black History Month and Colma Mayor and CHA
board member John Goodwin told the group about
Samuel Burris,
an important
person
in the
Underground Railroad who is buried in Cypress Lawn
Cemetery. Also speaking was Dr. Valerie Garrett,
Director of Student Performance, Program Evaluation,
and Instructional Intervention in the SSF Unified
School District who made a presentation on Dr. Ida
Louise Jackson, first African American schoolteacher
in the Oakland school system.
On February 28th, the museum was opened after
hours to host people who were attending the EI
Camino High School Band Program Fundraiser
Dinner at the Community Center.
Little did we know that this would be the last
public event held at the museum during the year. The
final day that the museum complex was opened to the
public was on Saturday, March 14th as on Monday,
March 16th San Mateo County ordered all nonessential gatherings to be postponed, cancelled or held
remotely as the spread of Covid-19 was increasing.
The museum would not be open at all during the
remainder of 2020.
Because of Covid-19, the annual election in July
did not produce a sufficient number of ballots to elect
the only candidate
listed, Michael Rocchetta.
Unfortunately, Treasurer Margy Baldwin had passed
away earlier in the year and board member Marianne
Petroni had decided not to seek re-election. Michael
Rocchetta was therefore formally reappointed to the
Board. The board decided that Maureen O'Connor
and Richard Rocchetta would temporarily share the
duties of the treasurer.
The board decided that since the museum would
probably be closed at least through the end of the year
and possibly into 2021, all dues paying members
would have an extra year added to their current
membership at no cost.
Although the museum was closed to the public,
there were still bills to be paid and emails and phone
calls to be answered.
It was agreed that Maureen
would come into the museum one day a week and
Richard and Michael would come in on another day to
do the job of keeping up with museum work. Perky
Ramroth would eventually remotely help with any

assembling and mailing of newsletters and the "Virtual
Drawing" mailing; and John Goodwin would help
whenever needed, as his job as Mayor of Colma would
take up much of his time during the year.
The annual "Tea of Many Themes" to be held in
March was cancelled. To make up for the lost revenue,
it was decided that a "Virtual Drawing" would be held
in its place with Helen Fisicaro in charge of prizes and
the actual drawing. It would be held during the
October 25th Quarterly meeting via Zoom. A total of
$6,814.00 was eventually raised.
At the October Quarterly Zoom meeting the
featured speakers were three students who had
graduated from El Camino High School and were
members of the Capstone program at the school, Sean
Goodwin, Andre Rodriguez and John Tsiglieris. They
had been volunteers at the museum and each made a
presentation on a particular historical subject relating
to Colma.
Board meetings were also held during the year via
Zoom.
Maureen O'Connor and Perky Ramroth
continued to work with our web master, Connie
O'Leary, in updating the CHA website. Maureen also
continued work on getting a monument located on the
Sunset View Cemetery grounds with the cooperation
of owner Tom Attwood.
Even though we had been closed since March,
CHA responded to 37 inquiries sent via our website:
17 genealogical research inquiries involving the
Valente, Marini, Perata records resulting in 29 names
researched; two inquiries involving Sunset View
Cemetery and 18 general inquiries.
The number of volunteers and docents during the
limited time we were opened in 2020 was 15, totaling
1, 067 hours of service.
Since 1995 the number of volunteer and docent
hours is 61,160.
The total number of visitors Jan. l-Mar. 14, 2020
was 125. The total number of visitors since the
museum was established in 1995 is 31,139.

Report on the 2020 Colma Historical
Association Drawing Fundraiser
By Helen Fisicaro

Hello everyone, we hope you are all safe and well
during the Covid-19 pandemic. We conducted our
virtual drawing on October 25, 2020 at the Colma
Historical Museum. We held this raffle in a safe
manner during this pandemic. Thank you, Sean
Goodwin, who socially distanced while filming and
John Goodwin who assisted with the raffle.
We are extremely grateful for all of you who
purchased drawing tickets for the amazing 16 prizes
we drew tickets for that day.

We wish to thank the following for their support
and contributions to the prizes:
Monica Devincenzi of Republic Services
Jo Zemke and Margie Casagrande from the Historical
Society of South San Francisco
Colma Public Works
Colma Target
Chris Diaz
Colma Starbucks
Maria Brizuela
And many anonymous donors
It is because of your generosity we were able to
offer 16 unique prizes.
Thank you, Maureen O'Connor, President of the
Colma Historical Association whose photos of the
prizes were included in the mailing to all of you. A
shout out of thanks to Perky Ramroth, Michael
Rocchetta, and Richard Rocchetta, who assisted
Maureen in handling the mailing for this event and to
Carol Tanzi who helped create the amazing prizes
utilizing the multiple donations to the Colma
Historical Museum.
We were surprised and pleased with the number of
tickets purchased.
This overwhelming response
allowed us to make the decision to add 24 prizes to the
drawing that had been created for the 2020 Tea that
unfortunately has been postponed until 2021. So in
total we had 40 opportunities to win which included
the original 16 prizes that were described in the
mailing and 24 more unique prizes.
We sold almost 1.500 tickets bringing in almost
$2,500 in proceeds. In addition, many of you made
generous donations to the museum bringing our total
fundraising amount to $6,814.00. Keep in mind these
funds raised will help maintain the Museum.

Thank you Thank you Thank you
Listed below are the lucky winners:
#1 Margie Casagrande
#9 Sandie Arnott
#2 Carole Hutchins
#10 Cathy Pantazy
#3 Margarita Aguirre
#11 Judy Hnilo
#4 Mary Morales
#12 Jackie Belli
#5 Lorena Lopez
# 13 Raymond Belli
#6 Josephine Ferretti
#14 Monica Devincenzi
#7 Alejandra Gonzalez
#15 Donna Puizina-Alvers
#8 Jim & Noreen Ruane
# 16 Madeleine Banfield
The additional prize winners were:
Anita Alvarez
Jackie Belli
Derek Feng
Liz Taylor
Diana Colvin
Thom Taylor
Eunice Brabec
Alejandra Gonzalez
Jeanette Acosta
Susan Brissenden-Smith
Jose Legaspi
Betty Battaglia
Rene Tellez
Linda Brugioni
Iris Beilan
Eunice Brabec

Barbara Camenzind
Betty Battaglia
Don Smith

Joe Driscoll
Rene Rungis
Grace Cardoso Castro

Congratulations to all the lucky winners! !!
Everyone was contacted and arrangements were
made to either deliver their prize or pick it up at the
museum at a convenient day and time. Of course, we
followed the current social distancing and mask
wearing rules for the safety of everyone.
In addition to ticket buyers, we are grateful for the
donors who sent in funds to support our Museum. We
would like to recognize these generous donors here:
Denise Kelly
Commerce Holding Company
Tilton Family Trust
Adrienne Tissier
Ray & Sharon Keenan
Frances Liston
Susan Brissenden-Smith
Garden Chapel
Daly City Auto Repair
Al Banfield
Wil DeGuia
Dennis Fisicaro
Cypress Lawn Cemetery Assn.
Holy Cross Cemetery
Rae Gonzalez
Dan Nishijima
Susanna Hnilo
V. Fontana & Co.
Hung Szeto
Frank Risso
Robert Cornell
Carole Hutchins
Joann & Julius Bertolucci
Michael Rocchetta
Richard Rocchetta
Shirley Wang & Patrick Gilbert
Robert & Sylvia Payne
Cypress Golf
Cypress Amloc Land Co., Inc.
Cypress Abbey Company
Christopher Diaz
CG Moving Co.
Diana Colvin
Once again, thank you all for participating. We are
very grateful. Until we meet again, please stay safe
and well.

Dan Casentini (1921-1979)
A Gentleman with a Head Full of History
Summarized by Maureen O'Connor

Marianne Petroni sent us an Aug. 8, 1978 SF
Examiner article for our archives on Dan (Dante V.)
Casentini, who grew up in what is now Daly City but
was Colma when his family moved here from Italy via
Galveston, TX. His interview in this article presents
his family's story of immigration to the USA from
Lucca, Tuscany, Italy. I suspect it parallels many of
the stories of Italians who left the old country seeking
a place where they could earn a living and support a
family. His father, Guido, came to the USA in 1903
when he was 15 years old to live with Dan's
grandmother's brother, Mr. Bandoni, who had settled
in Colma. "He was 45 days at sea, & when he landed
at the Ferry Building, he was left there alone for two
days before someone came to get him. He was very

frightened. Then he lived for two weeks over a livery
stable at 22nd and Valencia before they could find him
a place in someone's house. Everyone was very poor,
you see. He earned his keep by working in the stable.
"His uncle, Mr. Bandoni, made a living by going
with a wagon from stall to stall in the old commission
market (what later became the Produce Market) down
by the waterfront and to the restaurants collecting
swill. Then they'd take it out to Colma, to his pig farm.
"So that's what my father was doing when the
earthquake came, helping with the swill wagon. Mr.
Bandoni was a good friend of A.P. Giannini, and when
the fire was burning everything in The City, Giannini
asked him to help move the gold and money in his
bank to safety. It was the Bank of Italy then, you
know, but it became the Bank of America. Anyway,
they loaded up the swill wagon with the money and
took it to the Scatena and Galli Fruit Company. The
company had already burned down, but they had a big
vault in the basement, and it was still working all right.
"So my father helped to save the bank and then he
went back to the stables. But the fire kept coming on
and pretty soon the stables were on fire and he had to
jump from the roof. So he broke his ankle. They took
him to his brother's hog farm in Colma to heal up."
Then Dan went on to explain the economics of the
swill business in the early part of the century. "There
were the Italians and the Irish and the Germans that
had hog farms and the Italian farmers collected from
the Italian stores and restaurants. And likewise, the
Irish and the German farmers went to their own kind
of restaurants and vegetable merchants. There was a
lot of competition for good, clean, first class swill. The
farmers would have keys and go in the back of the
restaurant in the early morning hours, collect the swill,
then go back to the farm and feed the hogs. Then the
money came when you sold the hogs to the butchers.
Maybe 80% of the hog farmers were Italians. There
were Aratas, and the Olceses, and the Ciardellas and
Casentinis.
"The Irish, the Callans, had their ranch off San
Pedro Road, in what is now St. Francis Heights,
roughly, and the Kahles, the German family, had theirs
at about Market Street and Castle and Second Avenue.
My uncle's farm was on Market Street behind where
Colma School is now. Where the Cabbage Patch was."
The Cabbage Patch was a gambling hall in
unincorporated Colma, patronized principally by
clientele from San Francisco's Chinatown in the
1930s. It seems it was hard for people of Chinese
lineage to get admission in the gambling dens in SF's
Tenderloin.
Back to 1906, when Dan's father's leg healed, he
went to work for the California packing Company at

Hyde and Jefferson Streets (site of today's Cannery).
He put "caps on catsup bottles for 50 cents a day. He
didn't speak a word of English." Guido tired of this
work and moved to Galveston, Texas, to start a
grocery business. His family back in Lucca arranged a
marriage for Guido with Asunta Menicucci. Her uncle
escorted her to Galveston for the wedding. "They had
their first glimpse of each other over the body of a
dead uncle at the Rosary services," Dan recalls. "It
wasn't too romantic a start, but it was a fine marriage."
The Galveston store was doing well but was wiped
out by a hurricane. The young couple moved to Colma
and in 1917 Guido became the manager of the G. Belli
and Sons Grocery. About a year later he and his
brother Attilio, the former hog farmer, opened the Del
Monte Market at 7368 Mission St. They parted ways
seven years later over a family disagreement and
Guido opened his own grocery "up the street" in
competition with his brother. "They didn't really speak
until around 1952-53" when they started cautiously
visiting each other. "But they were getting older and a
little lonely, and they needed each other..I'm glad they
were friends again when my father died in 1960," Dan
said.
Stepping back to the early 1930s, Dan remembers,
"There were a lot of people who were bootlegging in
the Colma area even after prohibition ended. And they
bought sugar in 100 pound sacks. I used to go out with
my father in the old 1929 Chevy truck with the canvas
flaps on the sides to deliver the sugar. It was always
after dark."
The grocery business then was a hard business, a
long hours and short profits business, "but you could
eat OK... people like my father helped a lot of the old
families out there survive so that they could become
what they are today. The average grocery bill for a
family was only $15 or $18 per month, but that could
be a lot of money in those days. It was a lot of money.
But you just couldn't tell people no and you couldn't
let them and their kids go hungry."
In the 1950s Dan found work as a beer truck driver.
After 23 years he retired due to a heart condition and
renewed his interest in his Italian roots. In 1978 he
promoted a sister-city relationship between Lucca and
South San Francisco and a sister-county relationship
between San Mateo County and Lucca Province in
Italy. The Chamber of Commerce of Lucca presented
him with a gold medal on September 10, 1978 on stage
at the Teatro del Giglio, Lucca's Opera House, for his
part in developing the relationship. He admitted, "I
can't tell you how much it means to me to be honored
in my parents' birthplace. It's as though I was my
father's representative in making good in the new
world."

Dan was the Chairman of the San Mateo County
Civil Service Commission. He was also a past
president of the San Mateo County Italian American
Federation. Dan died March 1, 1979, and is buried in
Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma.

Colma in the News Jan-Mar 1921
Researched by Perky Ramroth

This article adds to Dan's stories (prior article) of hog
farming in Colma. We don't know if his brother was
served a warrant.

MEMBERSHIP
Just a reminder, in 2020 the Board voted to give
all of our dues paying members a free year of
membership. so you won't be getting renewal notices

until June 2021. Those who are multi-year members
also got an additional year of free membership. In the
April-June 2021 News & Notes we will send out
renewal notices via US Mail to all who need to renew.
For those who receive your News & Notes via the
US mail, you can consult your address label for your
membership expiration date.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Museum is keeping a file of COVID info related
to Colma. We are also collecting clean masks for a
future exhibit.

Daly City History Guild Museum & Archive
January 13th Lecture & Meeting
COVID-19 On a Lighter Note
7 PM via Zoom
The "Buddy Phenomena"
Lost Department Stores of San Francisco
By Dana Smith
Anne Evers Hitz, Author & Speaker
This social isolation can certainly make a person a
To receive and invitation, send your email to
bit looney. I developed a "friendship" with a bottle of
events@dalycityhistorymuseum.org
hand sanitizer shaped kinda like a human. Let me
Book Club
Cypress Lawn Heritage Foundation
This is a great opportunity especially for history buffs.
Terry Hamburg, Director, sent us a notice that they
will meet via Zoom starting on January 21,2021, They
meet once a month on the 3rd Thursday at 1:00 PM.
They mainly read historical books about the Bay Area
and biographies of people buried at Cypress Lawn and
other Colma cemeteries. Contact: Terry Hamburg at
thamburg@cypresslawn.com or 650.550.8812.

San Mateo County Historical Association
Free Courthouse Docket Program
January 28, 3 PM via Zoom

explain. Sister Judith (Christensen) was in a desperate
internet search for hand sanitizer at the beginning of
the pandemic. The last two bottles of sanitizer she
could find were marketed as a "desk Buddy," with
arms and legs to encourage the friendly compliance
with hand sanitation in a work environment. (I would
have liked to be a fly on the wall when someone made
the proposal at a Purell board meeting!)
Of course, "Buddy" accompanied us all outings and
slowly began to "speak" to me, in addition to
supplying sanitation. Maybe it was a side effect of
increasing social isolation or perhaps some sort of
"scientific" miracle. Buddy's excursions started
creeping into emails and soon became a media
sensation. Here are some of Buddy's adventures.

Get Out of the Way for the Highway
SMCHA recently received a set of ten
bankers' boxes of appraisals organized by the
California Division of Highways during the
period of the late 1940s through the early
1970s. This collection contains information on
every property
acquired.
Mitch Postel,
president of SMCHA, will be presenting a
webinar. Register at www.historysmc.org Free.
Courthouse Docket is sponsored by Cypress
Lawn Heritage Foundation, Colma.
COVID-19 SAN MATEO COUNTY
As of 111/2021 all Bay Area Counties are on
"Regional Stay-at-Home Orders." This means that
ICU bed capacity in our hospitals has gone below
15%.
As of 111/2020 the total cases in SM County are
24,589; total deaths are 227.
There has been a surge due in large part to Holiday
gatherings. A new strain of COVID-19 that is more
contagious is predicted to arrive soon.
A number of vaccines became and are becoming
available world-wide. Vaccinating started shortly
before Christmas. It is estimated that it will be late
spring or summer before enough people are vaccinated
to reduce the spread ofCOVID.

Be careful Buddy
that goose is not
social distancing!

Buddy after one too many
martinis .....

Buddy's final show - "disconnected"

COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 Hillside Boulevard
Colma, CA 94014

FEBRUARY QUARTERLY MEETING
VIA ZOOM
Sunday, Feb. 14,2021
2:00 PM
Ifwe don't have your email address,
RSVP via voicemail650-757-1676 or em ail
cha@colmahistory.com
We will send you an invitation.

