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I July, August, September 2020
CHA President's Message
Re-reading my April 2020 message to you, I could
repeat the first two paragraphs - the challenge and
surprise of COVID-19, sheltering-in-place, and the
outstanding response of the Town of Colma
leadership. Our museum will continue to be closed for
the foreseeable future, until it is safe for staff and
visitors to re-open. Michael, Richard and I spend time
here each week separately taking care of the basics and
wiping down surfaces before we leave. The Board had
a Zoom meeting on June 23 and will have another on
August 4.
Michael Rocchetta has been re-elected to the CHA
Board and will continue to serve as our VicePresident. Thank you, Michael, for sharing your time
and talent with CHA.
The Board has approved me to serve as
President, and Richard Rocchetta as Secretary for
the July 2020 through June 2021 year. Richard and I
will also share the duties of Treasurer for the
present. Perky Ramroth has offered to serve as
Membership Chair.
The Board is planning to have a virtual
Quarterly Meeting on Sunday, October 25. We're

hoping that we can reach out to many of you via the
Zoom format. We'll keep you informed as the time
gets closer.
Helen Fisicaro, our creative Tea Chair, has
plans to organize a "virtual" drawing with 15 great

prizes - an Apple watch, an anti-gravity chair, gift
cards, and themed baskets. We'll send out information
about this in September with the drawing at our
October online meeting.

Newsletter #130 I
Because CHA has not been able to offer its usual
events this year, the Board voted to give all of our
dues paying members a free year of membership so
you won't be getting renewal notices until 2021 ..~hose
who are multi-year members also get an additional
year of free membership.
We send a special THANK YOU to Lucky
Chances Casino (Fortune Players Group) and the
Medina family for once again sending us a very
generous 2020 donation. Lucky Chanc~s has bee~ a

long-time supporter of our work. Their generosity
helps to make CHA a financially stable association and
enables us to enhance and expand our museum
exhibits and support its operational expenses.
Kirk Stratton, our Police Chief for the past six
• h h
years, retired on June 26th . He had been :"It
t e
Colma Police Department for 27 years, starting as a
Reserve Police Officer and progressing through the
ranks. His leadership promoted a first class working
relationship between the police and the residents,
businesses, non-profits, and City Hall. At the June 24th
Town Council Meeting CHA presented him with a
Certificate of Appreciation for his service, a City of
Souls book, and an "It's Great to be Alive in Colma"
license plate frame.
If you haven't done so already, it's not too late to
complete the 2020 US Census online, by phone or by
mail. Go to 2020census.gov.
Stay safe. Take good care of yourselves. We will all
get through this together.
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Richard Rocchetta
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Iris Beilan, Sean Goodwin, Al Hipona, Judy Hnilo,
Susanna
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Andre
Rodriguez,
Yamel
Rodriguez, John Tsiglieri

Museum Hours CURRENTLY CLOSED due to COVID19. We are checking in several times a
week and can return phone calls and do
limited research.
Quarterly Meetings - Historical Museum

2nd Sunday of February 2021 - Feb. 14,2:00 PM
Last Sunday in April 2021 - April 25, 2:00 PM
Last Sunday in July 2020 - CANCELLED
Last Sunday of October 2020 - October 25. 2:00
PM pending. Probable Zoom Meeting. Program:
See President's Message for details.

Tours
The Colma Historical Association has information
on self-guided tours of our museums & of sites in
Colma. Call for information, (650) 757-1676.
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
In memory of Dorothy Hillman
Alice Letcavage
Frances Liston

THANK YOU, MARIANNE
Marianne
Petroni said good-bye to the CHA
Board in June to pursue other interests. We are
grateful for her many volunteer hours as Membership
Chair, her suggestions about museum displays, her
being a resource on many points of local history since
she grew up here, her organization of Colma activity
photos, and her enthusiasm for Colma's history.
Unfortunately we will not have a quarterly meeting in
July and will not be able to recognize her in person. In
the name of CHA members and the Board of Directors
we sent her flowers and a certificate of appreciation.
She responded with a thank you to all of us.

The Colma Historical Association
Presents this Certification of Appreciation to

Marianne E. Petroni
TIle Colma Historical
Association
gratefully
recognizes
Docent. Board of Directors Member, find Membership

your

loyal

work

as

II

Chair.
Thank you f~'
generously sharing your time and Went with us. We look forward to seeing you at
member and museum activities and wish you the best in the future.

Presented this 29th dny of June 2020

1918-1919 PANDEMIC NEWS
SF Chronicle Nov. 2, 1918
You can see the parallels. Although commonly
known as the "Spanish Flu," this flu was first
detected in Haskell, Kansas in April 1918. It
spread as our soldiers traveled to Europe to
fight in WW I. The National Archives
estimates that it killed 50 million people. In
contrast WW I killed approximately
16
million!
SF Chronicle 1918
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Oakland Tribune Tues. Oct 22, 1918
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SF Examiner Nov. 4, 1918

The Ohlone-Portohi Heritage Trail:
Statement of Historical Significance
By Jonathan Cordero, Samuel Herzberg and
Mitchell P. Postel

(Editor's Note: this is excerpted from La Peninsula,
the Journal of the San Mateo County Historical
Association, Vol. xlvii, No.2. The full article is much
longer, well researched, and extensively foot noted.)
Introduction

Before the Portola expedition happened upon San
Francisco Bay in 1769, Alta California was an
unknown place except to native people for
approximately 10,000 years. Among these native
people were the Ohlones who were spread throughout
the southern San Francisco Bay Region and beyond,
composing 50 local tribes in many more villages. Each
village had its own land and customs. Spanish
explorers recorded villages at intervals of three to five
miles in most areas.
However, after this Spanish "discovery" of the Bay,
things changed rapidly. The Ohlones who lived in
what we could call San Mateo County today, were
among the first in Alta California impacted by the
newcomers by being drawn into the Spanish missions.
Their culture was nearly eradicated, and the population
levels of the people fell dramatically.... As a result,
there are two distinct stories to be interpreted in San
Mateo County regarding the initial Spanish contact
with the indigenous people: that of the Ohlone Indians
and that of the Portola Expedition.
The Tribal World of the Ramaytush Ohlone

According to historian Alan K. Brown, prior to the
arrival of the Spanish, the Ohlones of the San
Francisco Peninsula, referred to as the Ramaytush, had
ten tribes ... Every tribe controlled the land and people
within its own geographical area. Within each tribal
region a number of villages existed, each with its own
village head and set of high status families. Tribal size
varied from 40 to 500 persons.
The term Ramaytush (pronounced rah-my-toosh), is
commonly used as a designation for a dialect of the
Costanoan language that was spoken by the original
peoples
of the
San
Francisco
Peninsula.
..J.P.Harrington's interviews with Chochenyo speakers
Angela Colos and Jose Guzman ... notes that ramal
refers to the San Francisco side of the ... bay and -tush
is the Chochenyo suffix for people. Thus, ramditush
referred to the people of the San Francisco peninsula.
... hence the phrase, Ramaytush Ohlone.
The subsistence and material culture of the
Ramaytush Ohlone did not differ from other
neighboring Ohlone societies. The Ohlone harvested
"plant, fish, and animal resources" from the
environment and acquired additional resources through

extensive trade networks ... women harvested plant
foods, including acorns and seeds, while men hunted
and fished. .... "Houses were hemispherical in shape
and were generally made from grasses and rushes ....
Women tended to wear skirts made of plant fiber,
while men were generally unclothed. Women tended
to have tattoos on their chins. Men had long beards
with pierced ears and nasal septums."
Of the ten tribes of the San Francisco Peninsula, the
Aramai (whose territory was in today's Pacifica) were
perhaps the most politically influential.
Relations between tribes were managed by
intermarriages, especially among high status families.
Tribal conflict originated from infringements upon
tribal territorial boundaries and from wife stealing...
Regional, seasonal fiestas brought tribes of differing
language and ethnicities together.
The Ohlones of the San Francisco Bay Area shared
a common world view and ritual practices .... Any
person with a special talent or gift was thought to be
imbued with supernatural power. Dreams guided a
person's future actions.
Oral narratives were both a form of entertainment
and a means of education. The narratives typically
involved Coyote, head of the animals, and the Duck
Hawk, his grandson. Generally, the "narratives
indicate that the present events and places in nature
were determined by the actions of a pre-human race of
animal beings during a former mythological age."
Similar to other tribes in California, "dances
comprised the main form of communal religious
expression. Each local group had its own series of
festivals. Every festival had its own set of specific
dances, each with a unique set of costumes,
accompanying songs, and choreography. During the
most sacred dances, participants and costumes could
only be touched by specialists since they were thought
to be invested with supernatural powers. No dance
cycle details were documented for any of the groups
around San Francisco Bay."
Once in Ohlone country, the Portola Expedition
found the native people to be most gracious, offering
food and guidance.
In the end, the story of the Ohlone people is not a
happy one. By 1810, all of them had been taken into
the missions. Of the 17,000 people that once made-up
this culture, few were left after 41 years of contact
with the Spanish.
Authors: Dr. Jonathan Cordero, Founder & Chairperson of the
Association of Ramaytush Ohlone & Assistant Professor of
Sociology at California Lutheran University.
Samuel Herzberg, Senior Planner with the San Mateo County
Parks Department.
Mitchell Postel, President of the San Mateo County Historical
Association.

California Women Suffrage
Centennial
A Brief Summary of the 1911 Campaign
By Robert P. J. Cooney, Jr. - National Women's
History Project
When male voters went to the polls in California
in 1911, one of the questions on the ballot was:
Should women be allowed to vote? The issue of
woman suffrage was being raised across the
country and 5 states, all in the west, had
approved the radical and controversial idea.
Women had been working for decades to win the
franchise. They had to organize in each state
because the U.S. Supreme Court took the phrase
"all men are created equal" literally. It ruled that
protection under the U.S. Constitution did not
include women. In response, suffragists began a
nationwide campaign in 1848 to win their basic
civil rights, which did not reach its goal until
August 1920.
In 1896 women in California had lost their first
contest for the right to vote. When conditions
suddenly changed in 1910 and a progressive
Republican administration was swept into power,
woman suffragists seized the opportunity and
successfully lobbied the state legislature to put
the question before the voters.
Supporters had only eight months to organize
their campaign to win voter approval. As the
general attitude of the public toward women
voting was more "amused, indifferent and
incredulous" than hostile, wrote suffrage leader
Louise Wall, ....

new hope that efforts in their own states might yet
be successful.

California Suffrage Centennial Poster
The National Women's History Project has
reprinted Bertha Boye's beautiful "Votes for
Women" poster to honor the 1OOthanniversary of
women winning the right to vote in California. On
October 10, 1911, California became the sixth
state where women could vote equally with men,
nine years before the 19th Amendment
enfranchised women nationally.
Created by artist Bertha Margaret Boye for the
1911 California campaign, this is probably the -,
most popular poster produced during the
American suffrage movement. Boye's design,
featuring a draped western suffragist posed
against the Golden Gate as the sun sets behind
her, won first place in a contest sponsored by the
College Equal Suffrage League in San Francisco.
The image was later reproduced on cards, fliers
and publicity stamps.
The poster's vibrant colors and evocative imagery
helped draw attention to the suffrage measure,
which was one of 23 propositions on the ballot.
For an entire week in August, stores in San
Francisco featured the colorful poster in their
windows, often accompanied by festive
decorations in suffrage yellow, which supporters
referred to as "the color of success."

... on Election Day, October 10, 1911, the
measure was soundly defeated in the San
Francisco Bay Area and just barely passed in Los
Angeles .... [However,] When the long count was
finally completed several days later, Equal
Suffrage had passed by only 3,587 votes ..... With
the passage of votes for women in California, the
number of women with full suffrage in the U.S.
doubled, and San Francisco became the most
populous city in the world in which women could
vote.
The California campaign helped re-ignite state
campaigns across the nation and set a new
standard for vibrant public outreach, systematic
organizing and innovative approaches. Women
throughout the country were exultant and gained

The Schlesinger Librarv. Radcliffe Institute, Harvard
University
Article from www.sos.ca.gov/elections/celebrating-womens-

suffrage/califomia-women-suffrage-centenniall
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CANCELLED: July Quarterly
Mem ber Meeting
PENDING: OCTOBER QUARTERLY MEETING

VIA ZOOM
Sunday, October 25,2020
2:00 PM

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 2020 UNITED
STATES CENSUS NOW IF YOU
HAVEN'T ALREADY DONE SO.
It's not too late to complete your 2020
Census.
The 2020 Census asks a few simple
questions about you and everyone who was
living with you on April 1, 2020. You can
complete the census online, by phone, or by
mail. Visit 2020census.gov

DOCENTS NEEDED
When we open again we are in need of docents
for the museum especially Wednesday & Thursday
afternoons from 1 to 3 and Saturdays from 10 to
12:30 and 12:30 to 3 once we are out of the COVID19 pandemic restrictions. Your orientation will
include basic operations and our historic collection.
Please give us a call and volunteer.

LOCAL HISTORY ON LINE
Check out the San Mateo County Historical
Association website, www.historysmc.org. You can
take an online tour of the museum, watch videos of
"Let's Play Ball," find activities for children, and share
your COVID-19 stories.
Victorian Days Walking Tours will be free online this
year. These are 10-15 minute videos giving an
introduction to some of the historic places and themes
throughout San Mateo County starting Sat., July 18
and continuing on Saturdays and Sundays until August
29. See the list of these programs at
www.historysmc.org. go to Plan Your Visit, events
calendar.
An Old-Fashioned Fourth, www.historysmc.org/oldfashioned-fourth.
Victorian Days Celebration online Sunday, August 9.
Activities for children, Victorian Tea Etiquette lesson
and recipes.
www.historysmc.org/victorian-days.
Sponsored by Cypress Lawn Heritage Foundation.

