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CHA President's Message

Marianne. Please see the article with more details
I am very sad to announce that Ed Graham, Board
about these wonderful volunteers page 4 in this issue.
Vice-President and member since 1994, died on May
Membership renewal time is now. You can check
19th• It is still hard to believe that he won't walk in the
your mailing label to learn when your membership
door to be a docent on Wednesday afternoons. You
expires. Those due for renewal have a renewal
can find a biosketch about Ed on page 2 of this issue.
envelope enclosed in this issue. If you know someone
Our next quarterly meeting will be on Sunday, with an interest in or connections with Colma, please
July 28 at 2:00 PM at the museum. Our program
tell them how much you enjoy the Colma Historical
will feature an enactment of an interview with Rena
Museum and CHA activities and suggest that they
Vallerga, Colma's first female mayor. She was born join,
and raised in Colma, raised her family here, and served
The FUTURE EVENTS listing in this issue has
the community in government. The interview with
activities to add to your calendar. The Victorian Days
Rena Vallerga was part of a program featuring eight
Tour will be of Colma's newly remodeled and
outstanding women of San Mateo County that was
expanded town hall. We will not be having a dinner
initially presented in March 2019 by the San Mateo
this fall. The Board has decided to focus our
County History Museum Auxiliary. We are most
fundraising on the annual "Tea of Many Themes." It
fortunate to have Karen Busch (Rena Vallerga) and
will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2020. Helen
Carmen Blair (Willa Okker Iverson, reporter and
Fisicaro is returning as our Tea Chair. Thank you,
author), of the auxiliary, present the program. Helen.
Marie Hotz, of the auxiliary, wrote the script. Perky
The Board has moved all of our member
Ramroth and I attended the original presentation. We
meetings to Sunday afternoons to make attendance
enjoyed it immensely and asked Karen and Carmen if
easier and safer for you. The dates are in the Quarterly
they would do an encore performance. Don't miss this
Meetings section on page 2.
excellent presentation.
It will be preceded by
In Memoriam: We pause in remembrance of and
installation of our newly elected board members, thanksgiving for Shirley Hill (January), Elizabeth
Perky Ramroth and Richard Rocchetta; and
Ervin (April) and Ed Graham (May), long-time
followed by a light buffet and fellowship. See you the
CHA members. We have a Memorial Garden in the
end of July.
Historical Park. Look for the article about this in this
Diana Colvin, who has been our Membership Chair
issue, page 5.
for many years, has resigned. CHA is most fortunate to
Congratulations to Cypress Lawn Cemetery. It
have had her loyal services. Marianne Petroni has
has recently been recognized as a Level l-certified
stepped in as new Membership Chair just in time for
arboretum by ArbNet. Take a Trolley tour and see
signing up new and renewing members. Thank you,
their beautiful campuses monthly between January and
November.
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Program Chair( s)
Tour Coordinator

Docents
Margy Baldwin, Jason Deguzman, John Goodwin, Pat
Hatfield, Maureen O'Connor, Marianne Petroni, Perky
Ramroth, Michael Rocchetta, Richard Rocchetta

Volunteers (ad hoc)
Iris Beilan, John Goodwin, Al Hipona, Judy Hnilo,
Mary Morales, Marilyn Parker, Marianne Petroni

Museum Hours
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat.-l0 to 3; Thurs -10 to 1
Sundays, Mondays & Holidays - Closed
Note: Our museum is staffed by volunteer docents. We
regret that occasionally we must close due to lack of
coverage. Please phone during regular hours to ensure
we are open.
Ouarterly Meetings - Colma Historical Museum
2fld Sunday of February - Feb. 9,2020,2:00 PM
Last Sunday in April- April 26, 2020, 2:00 PM
Last Sunday in July - July 28, 2019 - 27th Birthday
Party, 2:00 PM

Last Sunday of October - October 27, 2019. 2:00 PM

Help With Our Meetings
We appreciate additions to our refreshments.
Questions? Call the Museum (650) 757-1676.

Tours
The Colma Historical Association has information on
self-guided tours of our museums & of sites in Colma.
Call for information, (650) 757-1676.

ED GRAHAM
August 12, 1928-May 19, 2019

CHA lost a loyal friend and member on May 19th•
Ed joined CHA in January 1994 because CHA was
working to save the Colma depot. He was one of our
railroad experts, a board member and vice-president.
He loved railroads and travel and attended the 150th
Anniversary festivities of the driving of the Golden
Spike in Promontory Summit, Utah, just before he
died. He is interred near his parents in one of the
beautiful mausoleums at Cypress Lawn Cemetery.
Ed was born in Palo Alto and grew up in Redwood
City and Menlo Park. His grandparents lived in a
house just north of the entrance to the Hoy Sun
Cemetery on Hillside Blvd. (It was recently tom down
making room for cemetery development.) He and his
cousins wandered the cemeteries and farms during
their visits.
Ed graduated from Sequoia High School in
Redwood City in 1945, and served in the US Army
Officer Training Program at Fort Douglas after high
school. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
civil engineering from Stanford University in 1950 and
worked 38 years for CalTrans. As a traffic engineer,
one of the major projects he worked on was the Bay
Area Transportation Study of 1968-1978. This was the
forerunner of the Bay Area Metropolitan
Transportation System.
Ed was in love with railroads since his childhood
and held leadership positions in a number of railroad
buff organizations. When he was 15, Ed started a
summer job with the Southern Pacific railroad. He
continued working summers in high school and while
studying at Stanford. During his last summer, 1949, he
worked at the Colma Station in the building that is
now one of our museums. Ed remembers that "Agent
Bradley said it was the best place to work on the
railroad." His position paid $12/day, a good wage in
1949. "I earned a total of $830.57, which, after taxes,
was adequate to finance my tuition and books for the

next academic year at Stanford University." (Those
were the days!)
Ed's obituary tells us that he visited all seven
continents in his travels. He was always in the pursuit
of riding a train he had never been on. He road trains
in 99 countries. His 100th country was to be Ethiopia in
September! What an inspiration.
Ed was an excellent and engaging writer. His article
"Working for the SP during the 1940s" is featured in
The Ferroequinologist, A Journal for Students of the
Iron Horse, August 2017. It includes a detailed history
of his summer of 1949 working in Colma.
CHA was fortunate to have Ed as a docent,
consultant, and Vice-President of the Board of
Directors. His gentle and adventurous spirit, engaging
travel stories, and helping hand will be missed. He
leaves us a legacy of many warm memories.
[Note: Resources from Ed's obituary and a biosketch
in the winter 2017 issue of News and Notes.].

either in your photo or those in the collection.
These photos compliment school pictures from
the scrapbook of longtime Colma teacher
Marie Traynor from the 1920s to the early
1950s. We also have Colma School class
photos from the 1980sl1990s and Susan B.
Anthony School Yearbooks from the 2000s
donated by former Colma teacher and CHA
member Shirley Plank.

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAYS,
DEAR OLD GOLDEN RULE DAYS!

.This is one of the earliest identified photos from the
CHA collection - "Jefferson-Colma School, 1910".
By Richard Rocchetta
Early class photos sometimes note the school as
The Colma Historical Association has an
"Jefferson ", sometimes "Colma" and sometimes both
extensive collection of elementary school class as in this photo. The class is pictured in front of the
photos, most of them from Jefferson pre-1935 Jefferson School on Allemany Street.

Elementary ("Little Jeff') and Colma schools.
Dating from the early 1900s, the earliest
identified class photo is from 1910, these
photos are available for viewing in our library.
Through the generous donation of members
and the public the collection numbers over 200
photos. They are organized in two binders:
Class Photos to 1944 and Class Photos from
1945 to 1966. We are almost completed in
scanning the photos and organizing them in the
binders so that those coming in to the museum
not only have the opportunity of view them,
but to help identify some of the students.
Richard Rocchetta is organizing the photos,
Jason Deguzman is doing the scanning and
Michael Rocchetta is enhancing and restoring
some of the more damaged photos. If you
have any school photos you would like to
donate to the museum, please drop by to check
if we already have them. If they are not in our
collection we can scan them and give the
originals back to you. It would also be great if
you could identify any student(s) pictured

WHAT'S NEW IN THE
COLMA MUSEUM'S LIBRARY
By Perky Ramroth
Federal Census
Find your relatives and their neighbors in the 1910,
1920, 1930 and 1940 Colma Federal Census, now on
file in Museum's Library. All Federal Census Sheets
for the Colma area are printed in full, along with a key
to the surnames listed on 1920-1940 sheets (a key to
the 1910 Census is in progress).
Colma News Notes
A complete collection of the Daly City Record's
weekly column, "Colma News Notes," for the years
1934-1940 is in a binder recently added to our Library.
Along with the weekly column, articles noting births,
marriages, deaths and other news items about Colma
residents are included.
Come see who had a
"delightful trip to Pescadero" from your old
neighborhood! Columns and articles from other years
during the 1920's-1930's will be added every few
weeks.
Newspapers.com Project
Volunteers recently began printing articles pertaining
to Colma dating back to 1900 and making them
available for you to enjoy in a binder in the Library.
More articles are added weekly.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRS

RECIPES ON REQUEST
John Goodwin's Slow Cooker Beef Burgundy

Diana Colvin
Outgoing Chair

Marianne Petroni
Incoming Chair

Diana Colvin, who has been our Membership Chair
for many years, has resigned. Diana is a very busy
person who made time to come in on her Sundays-off
to process new and renewing memberships. CHA is
most fortunate to have had her loyal services. She's
still a member and as soon as she professionally retires
we hope she'll return to more active museum work.

was big hit at one of our buffets. Here's the recipe.
Stew meat (3 lbs)
1 T vegetable oil
4-6 slices bacon
1 onion, chopped
2 carrots, peeled and cut on the bias
1,14
cup tomato paste
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 T minced fresh thyme
1 T minced fresh rosemary
1/3 cup flour
2 Y2 cups Pinot Noir
·1 Y2 cups chicken broth
1/3 cup soy sauce
2 bay leaves
1 cup frozen pearl onions
Y2 cup water
3 T butter
2 t sugar
1 lb. mushrooms clean and sliced

Thank you, Diana, for your excellent contribution
to CHA.
Board Member Marianne Petroni is our new - Dry beef & season with salt & pepper. Heat oil &
add beef (careful not to overcrowd the pan). Brown on
all sides & transfer to slow cooker.
- Cook bacon until crisp. Remove & let cool; then
crumble into slow cooker.
- Cook onions & carrots until onions are softened &
slightly browned. Add tomato paste, garlic, thyme &
rosemary. Cook for 1 minute. Stir in flour & cook for
another minute. Slowly whisk in 11,14cups of wine,
smoothing out any lumps. Transfer to slow cooker.
- Stir broth, soy sauce & bay leaves into slow cooker
OUR NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
Cover & cook until the beef is tender, 9-11 hours on
Membership runs July 1 - June 30.
low or 5-7 hours on high.
Individual Member - Ariel Cherbawsky Carkidi - About 30 minutes before serving, bring the frozen
(new)
pearl onions, water, butter & sugar to a boil in a skillet.
Senior Member - Mary Ann Morales
Reduce to simmer, cover & cook until pearl onions are
Thank you for your support!
tender (5-7 minutes). Uncover, bring back to a boil &
cook until the water is gone & the onions are browned
RECENT GIFTS TO THE MUSEUM
& glazed. Transfer to slow cooker.
Helen Fisicaro - T-Shirt "Town of Colma Clean-Up - Cook the mushrooms in the same skillet adding
Day", Bowling Shirt "Town of Colma Pin Robbersadditional oil/butter if desired. Cook until mushrooms
We Will Bury You, May 5, 2006", Bowling Shirt "It's are browned & the liquid evaporated. Transfer to slow
Great to be Alive in Colma-3rct
Annual Bowling cooker.
Tournament, May 6, 2005".
- Add remaining 1 1,4cups wine to the skillet & simmer
Barbara Porta - Right of Way contract for Interstate until reduced in half. Transfer to slow cooker. Let sit
280 dated November 28, 1962.
for 5 minutes & then skim off any fat that rises to the
Perky Ramroth - Books:
"Nothing Seemed surface. Remove bay leaves. Season with salt &
Impossible-William
C. Ralston .and Early San pepper to taste. Serve.
Francisco",
by David Lavender;
"Wyatt Earp
Speaks!", written by Wyatt Earp and Others, edited by
John Richard Stephens.
Membership Chair just in time for signing up new and
renewing
members.
Thank you Marianne.
Membership renewal time is now. Please check your
mailing label for when your membership expires.
Those due for renewal have a renewal envelope
enclosed in this issue. If you know someone with
connections to Colma, please tell them how much you
enjoy the Colma Historical Museum and CHA
activities and suggest that they join.

MUSEUM EXHIBITS
WHAT'S NEW

We recently reframed our watercolors by Violette
Brown with new mats and UV Plexiglas. The
watercolors are entitled "The Owl Garage" (formerly
at the southeast corner of EI Camino Real and B
Street) and "Clearing the Way for BART", a depiction
of the birthplace and former home .of Raymond
Ottoboni Sr., former Mayor and Chief of Police of
Colma. A collage of items related to the Owl Garage
was added to the exhibit. You can view this in the Gift
Shop area.
Violette and Harold Brown, both artists, built one
of the original homes in what was then Boulevard Park
(now part of Sterling Park) in 1949-1950. She wrote
that there were only seven other very old homes on C
Street at that time. "Clearing the Way for BART"
received an Award of Merit in the Visual Arts Guild of
Daly City's 75th anniversary exhibit in 1986.

COLMA NEWS NOTES
Sept. 25, 1936, Daly City Record

MEMORIAL

GARDEN

In Memory of Past CHA Members
Colma Historical Park
When you visit Colma's Historical Park you will see a
picket fenced area just north of the train station. This
Memorial area has a headstone with the names of past
CHA members. The listing was recently updated by V.
Fontana Monuments and a new picket fence is being
installed by the Town of Colma. Thank you to V.
Fontana Monuments and the Town of Colma for
their loyal and generous support.

COLMA NEWS NOTES
July 6,1934, Daly City Record
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COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 Hillside Boulevard
Colma, CA 94014

YOU ARE INVITED!

2nd Quarterly

Member Meeting

Sunday, July 28, 2019
2:00 PM, CHA Museum

TO:

FUTURE EVENTS

PAST EVENT
SORRY, YOU MISSED IT!

- July is", Saturday, 11-3, Colma Community
Fair. Colma Community Center. CHA has an info
table and the Museums will be open.

- July 28, Sunday, 2 PM, CHA Quarterly Meeting,
Museum. See President's Message for program info.
- Aug. 6, Tuesday, National Night Out, 5-7, Serra
Center Parking Lot. CHA has an info table.

- Aug. 17, Saturday,
Colma Town Hall,

11-1, Victorian Days Tour
1198 El Camino Real at
Serramonte Blvd. Tour followed by buffet lunch at the
Museum. RSVP 650-757-1676.

- Aug. 18, Sunday, 1-3, The Magic of the 1lJh
Century Stereopticon, Cypress Lawn Heritage
Foundation Lecture. 1370 El Camino Real, Colma.
www.cypresslawnheritagefoundation.com

- Sept. 18, Sunday, 2-4, Daly City History Guild
Museum & Archive Member Meeting, Doe1ger Center,
Larcombe Clubhouse. Program: Bay Area Coffee by
Monika Trobits.

San Francisco Call, Friday, July 12, 1901

