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CHA President’s Message
Summer is here! Please put our Third Quarterly
meeting and 23rd Birthday Party, Tuesday, July
26th at 6:30 PM on your calendar. We will be
inducting Ed Graham and Richard Rocchetta as Board
Members. We are grateful that they will continue to
serve on the Board. We will also be honoring Alice
Letcavage who is retiring from the Board. Alice is a
founding Board Member serving from 1993-2016. She
was secretary from 1993-1995 and served on many
committees in the remaining years. Our program will
be our now traditional “Let Us Entertain You” when
we present biographical sketches of interesting
underground residents. Our delicious buffet follows.
We appreciate additions to our refreshments and we
always welcome gifts for the drawings held at our
meeting.
CHA membership runs from August 1 through July
31 yearly. Please take a look at your mailing label to
see if you need to renew your membership. For
those whose memberships expire this year, a bill is
enclosed in this newsletter.
Our April Quarterly
Meeting was well attended. Helen Fisicaro, ViceMayor of Colma, presented on Colma Creek. She is a
member of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee that
oversees the management of Colma Creek. Thank you,
Helen, for a very informative presentation. Her notes
are in our archives.
Our annual garage sale on April 23rd was a success.
We made $864 and had a good time meeting our many
visitors. Thanks to Susanna Hnilo who coordinated
this fundraiser.
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In May Colma and Greenlawn Cemetery made
headlines with the re-burial of Miranda Eve. She
rested in the Odd Fellows Cemetery in San Francisco
and her coffin was discovered when renovations began
on a home that now sits on that land. We were
contacted and were able to give support information in
preparation for this event on June 4th. Read more later
in the newsletter.
In June I made a presentation on the history of
Colma and its cemeteries to a gathering of Beta Sigma
Phi Sorority. This is a national group whose purpose is
to enrich the cultural and social lives of members, to
foster rich friendships, and to reach out in service to
the community. They were a wonderful audience that
was eager to hear about Colma.
Every year we participate in the Victorian Days
Walking Tours program sponsored by the San Mateo
Historical Association. Our tour this year is of
Christy Vaults Company. Saturday, August 20th,
11:00 AM, 1000 Collins Road, Colma, followed by a
buffet at the Museum. Please read more about this later
in the newsletter.
Our Annual Fall Dinner will be on Friday,
September 16th at the Colma Community Center.
Doors open at 4 and dinner is at 5. If you have an idea
for the historical theme, please let us know. Thanks go
to Helen and Dennis Fisicaro who will again
underwrite the gathering. Dennis is our chef and Helen
and Carol Tanzi will coordinate the drawing prizes and
silent auction. And we’ll have many magnificent
pumpkins to welcome the fall compliments of Don
Garibaldi.
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Help With Our Meetings
We appreciate additions to our refreshments and we
welcome gifts for the drawings held at our meetings.
Questions? Call the Museum (650) 757-1676.
Tours of Our Cemeteries
The Colma Historical Association gives cemetery
tours on request Tuesday-Sunday. A donation for the
tour is appreciated. Call to reserve a tour date—
(650) 757-1676.

Alice Letcavage, Founding Board Secretary 1993-1995;
Board of Directors 1993-2016

A Tribute to Alice Letcavage
We are so grateful to have had Alice Letcavage on
the CHA Board of Directors since its inception in
1993. She served as the founding Secretary and
subsequently as a docent and on many CHA
committees. As such Alice has helped to ensure the
protection and preservation of the Town’s history. We
will miss her presence on the board but are thankful
that she will continue to be a resource for our future
endeavors.
Alice has led a very interesting life. She was born
in 1920 in Sayre, PA. In 1943, spurred on by news
reports of the 2nd anniversary of the Pearl Harbor
attack, Alice boarded a train and traveled alone to
Philadelphia to enlist in the WAVES, a branch of the
US Naval Reserve. These brave women helped take
over jobs at home so the men could fight overseas.
Alice trained at Hunter College in New York City and
was stationed at a military radio station in Washington
DC. On one occasion she had the honor of delivering a
message by hand to the White House. In the fall of
1944 she was re assigned to a naval communications
center in Hawaii. There she met her future husband,
Walter. They were married in 1945. In 1950 she and
Walter moved to Colma. They bought a model home
in the brand new Sterling Park neighborhood where
they raised their family and where Alice still resides.
Alice is the mother of four, grandmother of seven,
and great grandmother of eleven. And there were no
protests about being too busy raising a family! She has
been an active volunteer throughout her life. She
raised money for the March of Dimes, helped with the
Brownies and the Cub Scouts, volunteered as an usher
at the SF Opera, served as Post Commander of the
American Legion in SF, and served as a CHA Board
member, committee chair and docent for 23 years. She
(continued page 3)

has been one of Colma’s most active residents
Meet Our Volunteers
Thank you, Alice, for sharing your gifts with us.
Esmeralda and Earl Harper
This article is primarily paraphrased from the Town of
Colma Proclamation recognizing Alice on Veterans
Esmeralda started volunteering as a Docent in
Day Nov. 12, 2015 as Colma’s only living WWII December 2014. She has lived in Colma since 1965
veteran.
and loves the history of Colma. Her mother-in-law,
Edie Harper, encouraged her to follow her interest and
Christy Vault Co.
help out at CHA’s museum. Her skills were
Walking Tour Sat., Aug. 20, 11:00 AM immediately apparent and she joined our Board of
Directors last July. Esmeralda also operates her own
Please join us for a tour of nationally recognized hairstyling business. Earl, who was born in Colma in
Christy Vault Co., 1000 Collins Rd. Christy Vault has 1958, became a Docent in February 2016. He felt the
been serving the funeral and cemetery industry with need to give back to Colma because it has given him
quality products and services since 1948 when Albert so much. Esmeralda, of course, encouraged him. And
Christensen started his business in his back yard in now they are a team. Here to help for so many of our
Oakland. It is now in its third generation of family projects – the tea, our garage sale, the dinner, tours,
ownership with facilities in Colma and Tulare, CA. new ideas for activities, setting up and cleaning up for
They manufacture individual vaults, grave liners, and meetings, etc. Earl also works for the University of
urns, and design vaults, niches and surroundings for San Francisco.
mausoleums and columbariums. We thank Bob
Christensen, the current owner and manager, for
FUTURE EVENTS
opening his doors to us.
Christy Vault not only runs a state-of-the art June 29-October 19. Photography Exhibit “Robert
business but also provides services to the community. Buelteman’s Peninsula.” San Mateo County
It helped CHA with the restoration and installation of History Museum, 2200 Broadway, RWC.
our semaphore and provided a vault for the recent reJuly 26, Tuesday, 6:30 PM, CHA 3rd Quarterly
interment of Miranda Eve at Greenlawn Cemetery.
meeting & 23rd Birthday Party! Colma Historical
We will enjoy a delicious buffet at the Museum
Museum. Installation of recently elected Board
following the tour. Please RSVP 650-757-1676 so we
members. Program: Let Us Entertain You – Stories
will have sufficient food.
of Colma’s Underground Residents.
This tour is part of the Victorian Days Walking Tours
program sponsored each summer by the San Mateo
August 20, Saturday, 11:00 AM, CHA’s Victorian
Historical Association.
Days Tour of Christy Vault Co., 1000 Collins Ave.,
Colma. Buffet lunch follows at the Historical
Photos Needed for Our Archives
Museum, 1500 Hillside Blvd. RSVP Please. 650We need photos of early Colma businesses 757-1676.
especially businesses that operated in incorporated
Colma and are no longer doing business in Colma. September 16, Friday, 4:00 PM, CHA 12th Annual
Examples: Gemco, Drug Barn, Barnes & Noble, Fundraising Dinner. Chef Dennis Fisicaro in the
Crowne Books, US Movies, Wherehouse, Kids R Us, kitchen by popular demand! Colma Community
New York Fabrics, K-Mart, Farmers Market Hillside, Center, 1520 Hillside Blvd.
Cypress Golf Course, Guidos Restaurant, and early
September 21, Wednesday, 7:00 PM. History Guild
auto dealers on Serramonte Blvd. We can scan the
of Daly City-Colma meeting. 101 Lake Merced
originals and return them to you or you can send them
Blvd, Daly City, Doelger Center Café. Program:
to us by email. colmahist@sbcglobal.net.
TBA (www.dalycityhistorymuseum.org)
Cypress Lawn Walking Tours, Lectures. Check
website. www.cypresslawnheritagefoundation.org

Welcome to Our New and Renewing
Members

Miranda Eve
A Journey from Odd Fellows Cemetery, SF
Business Member – Pacific Nurseries (Baldocchi &
to Greenlawn Cemetery, Colma
Sons), Colma
Family Member – Esmeralda & Earl Harper
Individual Member –
Lifetime Member –
Senior Member – Margaret Ellis

Recent Gifts to the Museum
Related to Colma




















In early May national and international news
carried the story that during home renovations the
coffin of a small child was found beneath the garage of
a home near the Neptune Society’s Columbarium in
San Francisco. This inner Richmond District
neighborhood was once the grounds of the Odd
Fellows Cemetery, and the child’s casket had not been
moved when the cemetery closed. We do not know
who the child is but it seems she was from a well-to-do
family and was buried sometime between 1865 and
1901 when no more burials were allowed. She was
buried a sealed cast-iron coffin with two windows for
viewing. Her body and clothing were well preserved.
Once the city coroner determined that there was no
fowl play involved, the responsibility for removal was
left to the family who now owned the property. What
should they do? Elissa Davey of Garden of Innocence
was contacted. This charity’s mission is to give
abandoned deceased children in California a respectful
burial. Elissa suggested the current family give the
child a name and Miranda Eve was chosen. Elissa
contacted Greenlawn Cemetery because it is the
resting place for many of those who once resided in
Odd Fellows Cemetery. She also brought together
many other resources. On June 4th Miranda Eve was
re-interred at Greenlawn in a touching ceremony.
Colma businesses that contributed their services
were Christy Vault, Greenlawn Cemetery and Paul’s
Flowers. The local Knights of Columbus provided the
honor guard. Members of the Odd Fellows Lodge of
San Francisco were present and helped with expenses.
Garden of Innocence and businesses from Fresno and
Carson also contributed.

Margy Baldwin. Teapot/set of dishes by Homer
Lauglin, circa 1930’s, for our Old Colma
Household Kitchen.
Michael Campino. Books titled “Inventing
Wyatt Earp” by Allen Barra, The Real Wyatt
Earp by Steve Gatto, and a folder with
clippings and articles on Wyatt Earp and
Colma, for our library and archives.
Andrew Canepa. Photocopies of articles from
the Italian language newspaper “L’Italia”
announcing a mutual aid society to help Italian
flower growers and vegetable farmers
particularly in Colma, for our archives.
Ronald Doyle. Program from the 1954
graduation of Jefferson Elementary School
District (8th grade), for our archives.
Mike Gerrans. Business license for Olivet
Memorial Park dated August 4, 1942 and
business license from “Town of Lawndale” to
Olivet Memorial Park to transact a florist
business during 1940 and signed by Tax
Collector Joe Cavalli, for our archives.
Pat Hatfield. Framed and matted print titled
“The Blacksmith” for the Blacksmith Shop.
Helen Fisicaro. Book titled Gods of the
Nowhere by James Tipper that includes a
chapter regarding Colma, for our library.
Karen Meyers. Brass blow torch, for the
Blacksmith Shop.
Pat Simpson. Glass medicine bottle with raised
letters stating “Colma Pharmacy, W.J. Mowry,
Prop. The quality store, Colma Cal. Phone
Randolph 625”, for our vintage kitchen exhibit.
Alice Letcavage. A wreath of flowers made “She’s wearing a long white dress. Clutched in her right hand is a
from the hair of relatives by her great, great rose. Weaved in her curly blond hair are lavender flowers. Placed
grandmother, for our Cemetery Room.
over her heart is a cross made of lavender. Lying beside her are
eucalyptus leaves.”

COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 Hillside Boulevard
Colma,
CA INVITED!
94014
YOU ARE

3rd Quarterly Meeting
Tuesday, July 26, 2016
6:30 PM, CHA Museum
Walking Tour of Christy Vault Co.
Saturday, August 20, 2016, 11:00 AM
1000 Collins Ave., Colma
Lunch buffet follows at Colma
Historical Museum RSVP please
CHA’s ANNUAL DINNER
Friday,September17,2016
4 PM to about 7 PM
Colma Community Center

TO:

A Notable Colma Underground Resident
Bill Graham (1931-1991). Bill Graham’s
monument at Eternal Home Cemetery is unusual for
both its unique shape and letters. Two thousand
mourners, including scores of rock musicians, filled
Temple Emanu-El on October 29, 1991, at Graham’s
funeral service. He was 60 years old and had died in a
helicopter accident as he was leaving a concert at the
Concord Pavilion. He was born in Berlin with the
name Wolfgang Grajonca. Due to the increasing peril
to Jews in Germany, Graham’s mother placed him and
a sister in a Berlin orphanage which sent them to
France. His older siblings and parents remained in
Germany and his sister did not survive the flight from
France when it fell to the Germans. Bill was one of the
One Thousand Children (OTC), primarily Jewish, who
managed to flee Europe and come directly to North
America. He was placed in a foster home in The
Bronx. He served in the Korean War receiving the
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. Post war he worked
as a waiter/maitre d’ in the Catskill Mountain resorts
during their heyday.
Graham moved to San Francisco in the early 1960s
where he became a concert and business manager, and

formed Bill Graham Presents. He put the Fillmore
Auditorium and Winterland in the national headlines.
His concerts mingled jazz, blues, and folk artists with
the rock bands of the day and featured the Grateful
Dead, Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis, Carlos Santana,
Jefferson Airplane, and Janis Joplin among others.
They were often benefit concerts raising funds for
various causes.
Graham had a lifelong dream to be a character
actor. He appeared in Apocalypse Now in a small role
as a promoter. In 1990 he played Charles “Lucky “
Luciano in Bugsy. He also appeared as a promoter in
the 1991 Oliver Stone film, The Doors; and he had a
small part in Gardens of Stone as a hippie anti-war
protester.
(Information from Wikipedia & other sources.)

waiting room that was located at the corner of Olivet
Parkway and El Camino Real. After departing from
the #40 streetcar, patrons could wait in that area for the
Olivet streetcar to pick them up and take them to the
waiting room on Hillside Blvd. A staff member would
ring the bell located atop the office entrance, once for
a burial and twice for a cremation. This signal let the
cemetery workers know where to report to provide
services. That bell is now on display to the left of the
museum entrance.
COLMA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
History of the Building
By Richard Rocchetta
The architects for this building were William H.
Crim (1879-1930) and his partner Mr. McGinness.
They had previously designed the Old English Abbey
Columbarium and office for Mt. Olivet in 1896. In
1911 in collaboration with Mattrup Jensen, Olivet’s
General Manager from 1903 to 1942, they designed a
Mission style waiting room/office that was built on the Waiting Room at Olivet Parkway and El Camino Real
west side of Hillside Blvd. at F Street. Some years
The building at 1500 Hillside Blvd. was used as the
later an addition was built onto this structure to
Olivet office until October 1964 when a new cemetery
provide more office space.
office was built at the southwest corner of the
cemetery on the east side of Hillside. The building was
then occupied by Crossroads Realty Co., Joyce’s
Ceramic Shop, and AMLOC Co. until the property
was donated to the Town of Colma by Thomas
Atwood Jr. in 1994. After some years of planning and
restoration, in 2004 the building became the Historical
Museum and the office for CHA.

Museum waiting room/office before the addition

Original Olivet office building
In conducting this research I found references to the
building itself being moved from the east side of
Hillside Blvd. to the west side. I suspect the
misunderstanding occurred because Olivet’s office, but
Museum waiting room/office after the addition.
not its original office building, was moved to the new
The addition included an electronic bell that was 1911 building from the original building that remained
installed in the arcade area on the south side of the on the east side of Hillside. Today, once again,
building. It connected the office to an elaborate Olivet’s office is in the original office building.

