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Message From Your Board Members

Special Dates

Your Board members have received a notice of
resignation from your President, Pat Hatfield.
She will be resigning effective July 26, 2015, after
22 years in this position. We must find a
replacement for Pat as a board member. Our
Treasurer, Dorothy Hillman, would also like us
to look into a replacement for her. She has not
handed in a letter of resignation as yet but is
hoping someone would be interested in the
treasurer's position. The board members fill the
position of all officers from the members of the
board. The elections for board members and
officer's will be coming up in April.
Board
members are required to attend a Board meeting
on the first Tuesday of every month at 2:00 pm.
The meetings last about 2 hours. If anyone is
interested, please submit a letter of intent with
some background information about yourself or
who you are submitting a name for. Board
members are the backbone of the Colma
Historical Association, so please put on your
"thinking cap" and help us fill the two possible
vacancies to make our Board of nine.

January 18, Sunday 2 pm
Daly City History Guild, I" meeting at
Doelger's Senior Center, Westlake.
Call (650) 757-7177 for info
January 30, Friday 2 pm & 7 pm
Colma Community Center, 1520 Hillside Blvd.
See Colma's DVD "Journey of Souls" - Free
Call (650) 985-5678 for info
February 8, Sunday 2 pm, Colma Museum,
Colma Historical Association 1st Quarterly
Meeting. Italian Cemetery speaker on what new
programs they have and a little history.
March 21, Saturday 11:30 am
Colma Historical Association,
Themes".

"Tea

of Many

April 25, Saturday 8 to 5 pm, Annual
Garage Sale on site of Colma Museum.

CHA

COLMA
by Miles Overholt

Colma Trivia

Eleven years ago, the San Francisco Examiner
published this poem. It had first appeared in the
1938
Jefferson World Elementary School
Yearbook.
If you ever go to COLMA, set upon a dozen hills
Down whose sides a garden spills
Where a flitting song-bird trills,
You will find a happy people,
seeing neither woes nor illsIf you ever go to COLMA, set upon a dozen hills.
Friendly greetings, smiling features grow like
poppies in a row;
Scented zephyrs softly blow
O'er the gardens down below;
And the neighbors know each other,
whence they came and whence they go;
That's the kind of place the town isEverybody says, "Hello."
Surely you'll be gladly welcomedcommonplace, without the frills;
No one goes a-hunting thrills,
No one seeks the pace that kills.
Home-like, gentle,
like the gardens that the neighbor ever tills;
Plain Contentment -that is COLMA,
set upon a dozen hills.
The poet seems to have caught perfectly the
charm of our little town of COLMA-the
quality
of a quiet simplicity that endears the place to
residents and is rarely understood by others.
Historical Outreach to Our Local Schools
We are pleased to tell you that Maureen
O'Connor has sent a letter to all Jefferson
Elementary and Unified School District schools,
offering to donate to each school a copy of our
90th Anniversary DVD, Colma, A Journey of
Souls. In addition, we have also offered to go to
each school to introduce the video.
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GRAVE DIGGERS STRIKE
by Larry Vallerga
The Cemetery Strike of 1971 lasted from the end
of May until the second week in October. The
cemetery workers at that time were making
wages far below that of other union laborers,
and their benefits were not up to standard.
The length of the cemetery strike created a great
deal of media attention and public outcry. Often
the union workers on picket duty were subjected
to yelling and insults from the public. Many
local and national union officials tried in vain to
help settle the long dispute.
As the strike continued, editorials in various
newspapers of the Bay Area were demanding
that the National Guard be 'called in to dig
graves. The mortuaries were running out of
storage space for all the bodies.
Finally in early October, the union membership
was notified that a meeting was to be held at the
Colma Town Hall. The union members were
surprised to see San Francisco Mayor Joseph
Alioto with other prominent officials and media
from around the bay area. A 'deal' was made
with the cemetery workers receiving the best
wage and benefit package in history.
However, the return to work was under dreadful
conditions ... (as) there were only three grave
diggers at the cemetery where I worked, and
there were 100 bodies in storage. The grounds
had not been mowed or irrigated during the
whole summer. The ground was dry and hard.
It took six long weeks working 50 - 60 hours a
week to finally catch up. It actually took years
before the ground looked as it should before the
strike. Many people suffered during and after
the strike: the families who could not bury their
loved ones, the men who had to support a family
with no paycheck and were returning to work
under very difficult conditions and, of course,
the mortuaries and cemeteries that had to deal
with the distraught grieving families. I hope we
never see this again.

Letter of Resignation:

December 2, 2014

'.

An Open Call for Life-Changing Stories
by the California Association of Museums

To Town Council, Staff and all CHA Members:
As President of the Colma Historical Association
I wish to make the announcement that I am resigning from the position- of President and from
the Board of Directors of the Colma Historical
Association, as of July 26, 2015. I will be
available for some duties and some docenting,
but not be able to put in as many hours as
previously. I have served 22 years and it is time
for me to step down and let another person take
on the responsibility as I no longer can carry out
the duties as they should be completed.
It has
been a very rewarding and learning experience
that has enhanced my life. The Colma Historical
Association and our museums are near and dear
, to my heart, and I hope that they continue to
thrive and be an asset to the Town of Colma and
our community.
Sincerely,
Pat Hatfield, President

Dear Old Colma
by Ken Gillespie
This is a song sung to Oklahoma music. We will
sing it at our next quarterly meeting on Feb. s".
These are the words:
Dear old Colma, where the rain comes right
before the fog.
Where the hills and dales wear lovely veils,
It's a lovely place to raise a hog!
Dear old Colma, where the ground is always
soppin' wet.
So you sit inside and point with pride to the
brand new crypts at Olivet.
We know we belong to the land and the land we
belong to is sand,
And so we say, Yip-I-odee ode ay,
We're only saying, we're doing fine here in
Colma,
Here in Colma, today!

We were asked if we would share a life-changing
story that resulted due to a visitor coming to our
museum. This story, requested by the California
Association of Museums, is being entered into a
competition conducted by the American Alliance
of Museums in Washington, D.C.
Anita L. Jump came into our museum searching
for her baby brother's records,
She had been
told he was buried in Colma at Sunset View
Cemetery.
No records could be found at that
time.
Our information
was that the record
books were given to Olivet Memorial Park, a
non-denominational
cemetery near Sunset View.
However, the clerks in their office said they had
no such records.
Anita researched the mortuary that had placed
San Francisco paupers -at Sunset View. Her
determination to find the records finally paid off
after months of searching by Olivet staff. The
sought after burial record was one of many in
nine record books. She requested that all the
Sunset record books be given to the Colma
Historical Association.
The record books are
dated 'from
1900 to 1948 and
contain
approximately 5,000 names.
Currently, Anita is in the process of recording
the names from the record books into a data
base so that the names will not be lost again. She
certainly deserves recognition for her efforts.
We have had many visitors come and find their
loved one's names because of Anita's work.

NEW ROTATING EXHIBIT
The Cemetery That Never Was!
In 1939 Annie H. Darbee, a San Francisco
florist and pioneer flower grower and shipper,
hired the celebrated California architects
Bernard Maybeck and Julia Morgan to design a
cemetery in Colma, where she owned 40 acres of
undeveloped land (what is now Serra Shopping
Center). The cemetery was to be called Western
Hills of Memorial City, Inc.
Maybeck, then in his 80s, drew a series of
pastel renderings, detailing a classical design
much like the architect's famous Palace of Fine
Arts in San Francisco. He created a domed
mausoleum with wings sitting beside an oval lake
ringed with giant columns topped by female
figures draped in robes. There were massive
urns, a columbarium, and lush Italianate
landscaping. Morgan, who studied with
Maybeck at Berkeley and collaborated with him
on other projects, was to supervise the
construction .
.For reasons unknown the cemetery was
never built and the land was eventually sold.
Today, the Serra Shopping Center sits on the
site, just east of Interstate 280. Mrs. Darbee kept
Maybeck's drawings and in 1991 Butterfield and
Butterfield in Los Angeles auctioned them off.
There were eight large pastel drawings - some 4
feet tall by 7 Yz feet long, others 2 feet by 8 feet each valued at $800 to $6000. Two lots of smaller
pastel-and-charcoal drawings on tissue paper
were valued at $500 to $700 per lot.
(Information from a 1991 article in an
unidentified local newspaper.)
The exhibit opened Tuesday, January 6th,
and will be out until the end of March in the
Historv Room of the Historical Museum.

THE SIX CEMETERIES OF DALY CITY
Colma is not the only multiple-cemetery
city in San Mateo County! There are six
cemeteries that were acquired in unincorporated
San Mateo County-Colma. Around 1974 the
properties were incorporated into Daly City.
Five of them you enter on Longford Dr. just up
from Hickey and Juniper Serra. They are:
1888 Chong Seen Cemetery
(2 Acres)
1898 Ning Yung Benevolent Association Cern.
(5 Acres)
1898 Chinese Christian Cemetery Assoc.
(2 Acres)
1932 Russian Sectarian Association Cemetery.
(3.35 Acres)
1937 Tung Sen Cemetery Association.
(4.9 Acres)
1892 Chinese Cemetery (32.326 Acres)
For the sixth very large Chinese Cemetery, you
enter on Hickey Blvd. & Callan Blvd.
"'- ••..... '--'
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Your Board Members
Directors
Patricia Hatfield
Ed Graham
Richard Rocchetta
Dorothy Hillman
Frank Maffei
Ronald Doyle
Alice Letcavage
Maureen O'Connor
Michael Rocchetta

Chairpersons

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Railroad Consultant
Sat. & Sun. Docent
Sunday Docent
Friday Docent
Computer expertise

& Areas of Expertise

Pat Hatfield
Iris Beilan
Marianne Petroni
Diana Colvin
Edward Graham
Susanna Hnilo
Sue Hudson
Frank Maffei
Maureen O'Connor
Connie O'Leary
Michael Rocchetta
Richard Rocchetta

Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Staff
Newsletter Staff
Membership
Business Display
Garage Sales
Refreshments & Tea
Railroad & early
Family Histories
Tea Fundraiser &
Displays.
Website
Computer, Repairs
Deed of Gifts & all
of the above.

Ouarterly Meetings
2nd Sunday in February ---------2 pm
Last Tuesday in April------------6:30 pm
July 26th----Annual birthday (Weekends at 2 pm
& weeknights at 6:30 pm)
Last Tuesday in October--------6:30 pm
Help with our meetings.
We appreciate any additions to our refreshments
and we are always looking for gifts for our
drawings at our meetings. Call Sue at (415) 5853545 or the museum at (650) 757-1676. Leave a
message.
Museum Hours
Mondays - Closed
Tuesdays through Sunday -10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m

FLEXIBLE VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
Please look and see if you can contribute
in any small way!
Flexible hours:
Tuesday through Sunday between 10 am &
3pm
Opportunities to:
• Meet and greet visitors
• Organize files
• Create reference indexes
• Maintain and create exhibits
• Research historical topics
• Visit & learn about our 4 museum sites
(History museum, blacksmith shop, train
depot and freight shed.)
• Genealogy research & much more
• Assist with tours
Call 650-757-1767 for more information.

COLMA MUSEUM GIFT SHOP
Are you looking for a unique gift or items
chronicling local history? Here you can find a
one-of-a-kind designed T-shirt with the slogan,
"It's Great to be Alive in Colma", along with
pins, mini-flashlights,
bumper stickers, and
license plate frames with this famous Colma
saying.
Our book selection is very complete, with over 25
titles from Arcadia
Publishing
Company's
"Images of America" series. Among them are:
"Colma", "Daly City", "Westlake", "Boxing in
San Francisco" and other books on' the many
San Francisco neighborhoods. The newest book
in the series is "Legendary Locals of San
Francisco's Richmond, Sunset and Golden Gate
Park".
It's also here that you can purchase
Colma's own book, "City of Souls", which
chronicles the history of Colma, its cemeteries
and where many famous people are buried.
The Gift Shop is open during museum hours,
Tuesday through Sunday, from 10 am to 3 pm.
We accept cash or checks only. Do come in and
browse!
All proceeds benefit the Colma
Historical Association.

Colma Historical Association
1500 Hillside Blvd.
Colma, CA 94014

To

YOU ARE INVITED
TO OUR:
First Quarterly Meeting of 2015
Sunday, February 8th at 2:00 PM
Colma Historical Museum
1500 Hillside Blvd, Colma, CA 94014
Presentation:

Italian Cemetery History and Current Programs
Buffet to Follow

