NEWS & NOTES
FROM THE

COLMA HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION

1993

_._--.......

I

October, November, December 2014

Newsletter #107

Message From Your Board Members
We had a wonderful response to the Colma film
"A Journey of Souls". This DVD will be ready
for purchase by the second week in October. The
cost is $20.00. The film is about 35 minutes long
and celebrates Colma's 90th Anniversary. It tells
the story of Colma from the Ohlone Indians to
the present. This covers a lot of territory and so
we could not go into detail about anyone thing.
It was well received and of course there were
some that were unhappy that we did not go into
many of the families that were originally here.
That would require another whole film and
maybe we can do that at another time. We are
ordering plenty of DVDs so if you have not done
so - you can purchase them at the museum when
they come in.
Our last meeting for the year will be Tuesday
evening October 28th at 6:30 p.m. We will show
just 10 minutes of our new film to give you an
idea of our story. Bryan Kingston will be here to
answer any questions on how he makes films,
what is involved and what kind of films he has
completed. This man has a good feel for what
would be interesting and knows how to get all
the right answers to tell the story. His story is
simple and complex. This film business is a
fascinating one and not one you hear about
often. Come and join us for an interesting
evening. Food, as always, will be served and a
drawing too.

Spedal Dates
October 4, Saturday, 4:30 to 8:00 pm
Colma Fire Department Spaghetti Dinner
50 Reiner Street, Colma (650) 755-5666
October 17, Friday, 7:00 pm
Elks Lodge, 920 Stonegate Drive, SSF
(650) 438-5498 to RSVP
October 19, Sunday, 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Free Lecture, "Stories in Stone: Holy Land"
Cypress Lawn Office
1370 EI Camino Real, Colma (650) 550-8811
October 24, Friday,
Food Pantry "Take
Colma Community
Call (650) 994-5150

7:00 pm
My Hand Dinner"
Center, 1520 Hillside
to RSVP

October 28, Tuesday, 6:30 pm
Colma Historical Association
Last Quarterly Meeting
Brian Kingston, Film Maker
TELLS ALL
October 31, Friday, 3:00 to 5:30 pm
Colma/Daly City Chamber of Commerce
Serramonte Center Grand Court
(650) 755-3900
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COLMA TRIVIA

BEHIND THE SCENES

The Southern Pacific Railroad operated a
funeral train daily in 1887 from 3rd and
Townsend to Colma. It left at noon. Mourners
made the trip for 50 cents a person in a
passenger car and caskets were transported in
the baggage car for one dollar. Larger groups
were offered passage in a first-class passenger
coach attached to the back of the train. There
were even two luxurious parlor cars on funeral
trains, the EI Descanso, and the Greenwood. In a
black crepe-hung section, the coffin rested while
the mourners were furnished with black, leathercovered chairs. Funeral parties that could not be
inconvenienced by railroad schedules and were
willing to pay an additional $50.00 rented their
own locomotive for the trip to Colma. The
railroad refused to transport the remains of
smallpox, diphtheria or yellow fever victims
unless they were in hermetically sealed coffins.

NOTE WORTHY NEWS
The
By-Laws
of the
Colma
Historical
Association have been updated, shortened and
simplified,
-anks-to-the
efforts- of-Bo·ard
Members, Richard Rocchetta and Maureen
O'Connor.

10th ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
- A SUCCESS!
Once again a sell-out crowd enjoyed the delicious
food of Chef Dennis Fisicaro. Westmoor High
School Future Business Leaders of America
came to serve and clean up. They were so
helpful with their smiles and attentiveness to
each table's needs. Helen Fisicaro and Carol
Tanzi did another outstanding job with their
baskets for the drawings and the silent auction.
A grand time was enjoyed by all, and we look
forward to next year's fundraising dinner.

Chef Dennis

Westmoor Servers

By Carol Tanzi aka Goddess of Garbage
I was prompted to write this article after
enjoying the Colma Historical Association's 21st
birthday celebration on July 26. It occurred to
me from the beginning that I always felt at home
in Colma. Being an out-of-towner, I was
welcomed immediately into the fold of the
"CHA" family.
Helen Fisicaro, Mayor of Colma, and I had
worked on several other non-profits in the past,
raising thousands of dollars, and it became a
natural thing to become involved in the museum
fundraising events.
We focused on creating
baskets out of quality recycled items from
donations for the silent auction and raffle. It was
work, but it was so much fun and also pure
profit was made. It turned out that everyone
had donated wonderful items for the cause.
Eventually, we had to establish a very wellorganized
"store/shop,"
and
maintain
it
throughout the year. Also we collected baskets,
rtbbons.s-cellophane- and- -excelsior to showcase
the prizes. It has become an extension of our
regular jobs! Helen and I have a real system
going on, and can produce our 'basket babies'
fairly fast. You have probably noticed how the
silent auction presents its items a little differently
for each fundraiser. We keep tweaking it every
time with new ideas. This is a joy for us!
Several members involve themselves in all the
fundraisers, specializing in their own areas.
Michael Rocchetta
has taken on another
responsibility. We discovered he has a talent for
refinishing and touching up furniture that is
donated. Who knew? Volunteering brings out
the best in everyone! CHA is growing. Maybe
one day we will have a thrift shop. Remember,
you heard it here, "IT TAKES A VILLAGE!"
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YEARL Y VICTORIAN DAY TOUR IN
COLMA AT V. FONTANA & CO.
The Colma Historical Society again participated
in the San Mateo County Victorian Days by
sponsoring a tour of V. Fontana Monuments in
Colma .. Twenty people from all over the county
took part.

tour guide, Phil Fioresi, and the generosity of
Mark Fontana and family. The tour made us
immensely more appreciative of the creativity,
thoughtfulness, and specialized skills needed to
create what we see in the cemeteries.

Phil Fioresi, an employee for over 16 years was
our tour guide. We were able to walk through
the actual factory where the monuments are
designed and 'made.'
None of the machines
were working so we were able to get a close up
look at the many types of machines that are used.
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Phil went through the many different steps used
to design a monument. Their factory is unique,
the only one of its kind on the West Coast and
one of only 17 in the country. They can handle
granite blocks up to ten tons and these are cut,
shaped, polished and finished using a variety of
machines.
The names of the machines and what they do
were as follows; ~ contour diamond wire $aw i~ a
continuous strand of wire encrusted with case
;
hardened diamonds and is capable of cuttinze ,__
-- . . . -- ~
Fontana employee Phil Fioresi demonstrating
granite up to ten feet by five feet in height. A
monlll1lentma/dngtotizegroltp
transom saw is used to do smaller cuttings and
also has a wheel with encrusted diamonds. A
surface machine puts the finish on stones. A top- '
end polisher does the same as the surface polisher
on smaller areas, such as tops of stones.
FLEXIBLE
Then there is the sand-blasting booth, where all
the engravings take place. It is a contained
booth, where all dust is drawn out -into a
circulating dust cover that eliminates 95 % of all
breathable dust.
The compressor runs all the above machines.
The original compressor was replaced about five
years ago.
The original compressor
was
purchased in 1917 and still works. It was
purchased by Mark Fontana's grandfather in
1924. It has never broken down and has only
required infrequent
servicing over 90 years of
everyday use. Periodically, to keep it in working
order, the new one is taken offline and the
original one is used.
All stages of how a monument is made were
explained to us. Thank you to our wonderful

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Help preserve Colma history!
Flexible hours:
Tuesday through Sunday between 10a.m. &
3 p.m.
.
Opportunities to:
• Meet and greet visitors
• Organize files
• Create reference indexes
• Maintain and create exhibits
• Research historical topics
• Visit & learn about our 4 museum sites
(History museum, blacksmith shop, train
depot and freight shed.)
• Genealogy research & much more
Call 650-757-1767 for more information.
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Silent Auction items ready for bid

Servers ready to distribute prizes
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JENSEN, THE "FATHER

OF COLMA"

YOUR BOARDMEMBERS
Directors
Patricia Hatfield
Ed Graham
Richard Rocchetta
Dorothy Hillman
Frank Maffei
Ronald Doyle
Alice Letcavage
Maureen O'Connor
Michael Rocchetta

He was born in Denmark and came to the United
States in 1882 at 10 years of age. He was educated as
an engineer, landscape architect and inventor. His
father, grandfather and great grandfather were all
horticulturists. In 1903 he moved to Colma with his
wife, Stella, and his two sons. Their daughter was
born in Colma. He was a very devoted husband and
father.
Mr. Jensen felt very strongly that all cemeteries
should look like and be maintained like outdoor
cathedrals. He initially worked for Cypress Lawn
Cemetery, where he developed a 1,500,000 gal.
reservoir and pipeline for their cemetery.
In 1904 he became Superintendent and Engineer for
Mt. Olivet Cemetery and retired after 42 years. In
1912 he invented a crematory retort that was adopted
by the cemetery industry in all the United States. He
was also responsible for establishing the streetcar
service going from EI Camino into Mt. Olivet.
In 1915, John McLaren, (chief landscaper and
planner of Golden Gate Park) asked his good friend,
Mattrup Jensen, to provide 500 mammoth hydrangea
plants for the San Francisco Panama-Pacific
International Exhibition. These were grown from
seedlings on Mt. Olivet grounds. This was repeated
in 1939 for the Golden Gate International Exhibition
for the Treasure Island World's Fair.
During the 1920's, Mr. Jensen helped establish the
town of Lawndale, formerly unincorporated Colma
to protect the 14 cemeteries from any threat of future
eviction. The name of Lawndale was later changed
back to Colma. He served as a member of the town's
Board of Trustees (now called Council) and mayor
until 1940. He died at age 84.

Chairpersons

President
.
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Railroad Consultant
Sat. & Sun. Docent
Sunday Docent
Friday Docent
Computer expertise

& Areas of Expertise

Iris Beilan
Pat Hatfield
Marianne Petroni
Diana Colvin
Edward Graham
Susanna Hnilo
Sue Hudson
Frank Maffei
Maureen O'Connor
Connie O'Leary
Michael Rocchetta
Richard Rocchetta

Newsletter
Newsletter
Newsletter
Memberships
Business Display
Garage Sales
Refreshments & Tea
Railroad & early
Family Histories
Tea Fundraiser &
Displays.
Website
Computer, Repairs
Deed of Gifts & all
of the above.

Quarterly Meetings
2nd Sunday in February ---------2:00 p.m.
Last Tuesday in April------------6:30 p.m.
July 26th ----Annual birthday
(Weekends at 2:00 p.m. & weeknights at 6:30)
Last Tuesday in October--------6:30 p.m.
Help with our meetings.
We appreciate any additions to our refreshments
and we are always looking for drawing gifts for
our meeting. Call Sue at 415 585-3545 or the
museum at 650757- 1676. Leave a message.
Museum Hours
Mondays - Closed
Tuesdays through Sunday -10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m
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Colma Historical Association
1500 Hillside Blvd.
Colma, CA 94014

To

YOU ARE INVITED
TO OUR:
Fourth Quarterly Meeting of 2014
Tuesday, October zs" at 6:30 p.m.
Colma History Museum
1500 Hillside Blvd, Colma, CA 94014
Guest Speaker:

Bryan Kingston, Filmaker

Buffet Dinner to Follow
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