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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR
BOARDMEMBERS
Special Dates
We are inviting all of you to our last quarterly
meeting of the year - 2013. So please save
Tuesday, October 29th, 6:30 p.m. and come to
our museum for this special event. Our guest
speaker will be Bryan Kingston from Kingston
Media which specializes in Corporate
Video,
Live Productions, Documentary Films and Social
Media. He was instrumental in making the Daly
City Centennial film and we are asking him to do
a film celebrating Colma's 90th anniversary
in
2014. We currently have a ten minute film which
he did almost 10 years ago. This is now obsolete
as it was before the CHA Museum, Community
Center and Police Dept. were completed. The
Board decided it would be a good idea to have a
half hour film if the finances could be arranged.
Bryan has come to the rescue with great ideas
which he will tell us about. Please come and join
us and learn about this exciting project.
The CHA has no DVD's left of the original 10
minute Colma film. We do have some VCR tapes
left that we are selling for $5.00 ea. if any of you
would like to have the first history film that was
made by Kingston. We hope to make a half hour
film and show segments of it to our visitors that
com come into the museum. We would welcome
ideas of what you think would be important to
include in this film. Come and present your ideas
to us on Tue. October 29th•

Oct. 18th Friday: SSF Annual History Banquet
6:00 p.m at Elks Lodge, 920 Stonegate Dr.
$40.00. Call 650 589-7874 Jeanette Acosta
Oct. 25th Friday: Take My Hands Dinner
7:00 p.m. at Colma Community Ctr, 1520
Hillside Blvd., Colma. Call 650 994-5150
Oct. 29th Tuesday: CHA Quarterly meeting
6:30 p.m. at Museum, 1500 Hillside Blvd. Call
650757-1676
Nov. 2nd Saturday: Cypress Lawn Walking Tour.
Free Michael Svanevik's topic-"Underground
San Francisco=Subterranean
look at San
Francisco's High Society". Call 650 550-8863
Nov. 8th Friday: Seton's 7th Annual baby shower,
"Hospital-A-Tea",
noon to 2 p.m, at Domenics in
So. S.F. Call 650 991-6464
Nov. 8th Friday:
DC/Colma
Chamber
of
Commerce Turkey Bowl Tournament.
4:30 to
9:00 p.m, 900 King Dr. DC. Call 650-755-3900
Nov. 20th Wednesday:
7:00 p.m. DC/Colma
History Guild. Doelger Senior Ctr. Speaker Lori
Ungaretti, author of "Stories in the Sand: San
Francisco'sSunset
District, 1847-1964"
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Thank You To All!
Our 9th Fundraiser dinner gave us a profit of
over $6,700. This dinner would not be possible
without three very dedicated people who give so
much of their time, labor and finances to the
non-profits in our community. They are Dennis
Fisicaro, Helen Fisicaro and Carol Tanzi.
Dennis, in particular,
as he was the "chef
extraordinaire" who also purchased (and figured
out
quantities)
the
ingredients
and
masterminded the running of the kitchen. He is
special!
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Chef Dennis Fisicaro stirring the polenta, YUM!

Our Greeters: Dana Smith and Judith Christensen

Some special guests at Table 9. The wine and
antipasto have been served.

Keeping our account right to the penny is our
Treasurer
Dorothy Hillman's
responsibility.
This is a tough job that requires many hours at
home and at the museum. Always a smiling face
and, better yet, she keeps our books up-to-date.
We consider her a very important person in the
CHA family! Thank you, Dorothy!

Having smiling faces and welcoming guests is
one of the most important jobs for this dinner!
Dana and Judith have done this successfully for
a number of years now. They do not just greet
guests but check them in, give them their table
numbers and programs and collect money if not
on the paid list. Making guests feel they are
important for supporting us is what helps make
people come back over and over again. Both of
these gals do this job very well. We hope to have
them back again next year.
We had a total of 120 guests, eighteen volunteer
students and kitchen staff to make this event
such a success. The menu included delicious
antipasto, fresh garden salad, and tasty Italian
sausage with polenta.
Desert was apple pie.
Wine, soft drinks and coffee topped off the meal.
Our guests went away with full stomachs from
this all you can eat family style dinner.
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Table #4, "The Maffei Table"

We certainly thank Frank Maffei and his wife
Rosemary for the great gift of paying every year
for the antipasto.
We had plates filled with
cheese, salami, artichoke hearts, olives and
pickles.
This is an Italian tradition of long
standing and we certainly
appreciate
the
Maffei's for sharing it with us.
The volunteers from Westmoor have served
us almost every year. You can see from the
photograph on the right that they not only serve,
but they look very professional. We asked for 20
servers and they sent us a list of 31. We could
not accommodate that many and had to reduce
the number. Westmoor can certainly be proud
of their "Future Business Leaders of America".

Helen Fisicaro and Carol Tanzi

Pat Simpson checking in the 18 Students from the
Westmoor High School Future Business Leaders of
America

Helen Fisicaro and Carol Tanzi spend
hundreds of hours collecting, storing, sorting
and buying items for the drawing and auction
for our dinner, tea and for other non-profits.
We do receive many needed items from all of you
and they are gratefully appreciated,
We wish to thank the volunteers who helped
that day with labor and smiles for all: Richard
and Michael Rocchetta at the Ticket Drawing
table and every other job before and after the
dinner;
Pat Simpson guiding the volunteers;
Mary and David Hatfield laboring in many
directions;
Board
members
Ed Graham,
Maureen
O'Connor
and
Rich Rocchetta
announcing parts of the program and many
other laboring jobs and Sue Hudson purchasing
and helping prepare needed supplies. We need
more help than we had and hope next year some
of you can volunteer. Think about it!
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Richard & Michael Rocchetta
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Mary Hatfield showing off our many baskets created by
Helen Fisicaro and Carol Tanzi for the drawing
Ed Graham

Maureen O'Connor
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Directors
Patricia Hatfield
Ed Graham
Richard Rocchetta
Dorothy Hillman
Frank Maffei
Ronald Doyle
Alice Letcavage
Maureen O'Connor
Michael Rocchetta

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Railroad Consultant
Sat. & Sun. Docent
Sunday Docent
Friday Docent,
displays
Computer, Displays

Chairperson & Areas of Expertise
Refreshments & Tea
Sue Hudson
Tea Chair/Displays
Maureen O'Connor
Correspondence, etc.
Website
Connie O'Leary
Computer/Displays
Michael Rocchetta
Newsletter, etc.
Pat Hatfield
Garage Sales
Susanna Hnilo
MembershiplTea
Diana Colvin
Business displays,
Ed Graham
Railroad
Railroad, Family
Frank Maffei
History.
Deed of Gifts & all
Richard Rocchetta
of the above.
Quarterly Meetings
2nd Sunday in February - 2:00 p.m.
Last Tuesday in April - 6:30 p.m.
July 26th - Annual Birthday
Last Tuesday in October- 6:30 p.m.
Help with our meetings!
We appreciate any additions to our refreshments
and we are always looking for drawing gifts for
our meetings
Call Sue at 415-585-3545 or 650-757-1676
Museum Hours
Mondays - closed
Tuesday thru Sunday-l0:00

Successful Victorian Day Walk
In the Serbian Cemetery

a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Memberships Due!
Membership renewal is due every July. Check
your mailing label. It will have your particular
membership classification (for example, SEN for
Senior, IND for individual, etc) and the month
and year your membership expires. If it expires
"July 2013", then please send in your dues along
with the enclosed membership form.

On July 20th fifteen of us joined the very
welcoming staff of the Serbian Cemetery for a
walking tour. We were greeted at the Byzantine
Chapel by Milorad "Mike" Golubovich, Sveta
Danich, and Milutin "Micho" Provich, our tour
guides. They shared a wealth of historical and
cultural information about the Serbian-Russian
background of the cemetery. We can only touch
on a few of the many stops we made. The chapel
was the first stop on our walk with sacred music,
stained
glass windows
and murals.
The
Monument to St. George Caveliers followed.
This is a prestigious group of individuals who
had received the Cross of St. George from the
Russian government under the Czars. We then
saw the Cossack Memorial. The Cossacks were
born to military service. Because they were
generally loyal to the monarchy and opposed to
communism, they suffered severely during and
after World War II. The nearby St. Nicholas
Mausoleum has a beautiful mosaic of St.
Nicholas.
Further
along we viewed the
Monument to the Czar, the first such postRussian revolution memorial in the world. Our
last stop was the First Serbian Benevolent
Society Museum with its excellent historical
artifacts and exhibits. This ended with a
delicious buffet in the Cultural Center.

'.

Visitors From All Over The Globe
We have had over 22,000 visitors from almost
every country in the world since we opened. They
have heard our unusual story of how we inherited
hundreds of thousands of bodies from San
Francisco. Many of them famous! On September
2~h we had two visitors from Seattle who wanted
to find out about their relative-James King of
William. They said he was famous and did we
know anything about him and his exact burial site.
When we looked him up on our famous
underground resident list this is what we found.
How rewarding it is to help people who inquire
about personages who died long ago and are now
buried here. We are not always successful but as
volunteer docents we try.
JAMES KING OF WILLIAM

i~tJuence. He used the paper to crusade against
immorality and corruption and wrote blistering
editorials against various influential people and
issues. The California historian Rockwell Hunt
said that King and James P. Casey, the editor of
The Sunday Times and a member of the county
Board of Supervisors, carried on a feud in their
newspapers
resulting
in "much
personal
enmity."
On May 4, 1856, King's Bulletin
reproduced articles from New York newspapers
showing that Casey had served a term in New
York State's Sing Sing prison for grand larceny.
At about 5:00 pm on May 4, 1856 Casey
accosted King in the middle of Montgomery
Street at Washington and challenged him to
"Draw and defend yourself." Casey then fired
one shot striking King. King died sixteen days
later on May 20th at age 34. It was King's death
that prompted the formation of the second
Committee of Vigilance.
James Casey was
hanged in public for the murder.

James King of William

James King was born in 1822 in Washington,
D.C., the seventh and youngest son of William
King from Ireland. When he was sixteen years
old he began to style himself "James King of
William," to distinguish himself from other
James Kings in the area. He later became a
political journalist on a Democratic-leaning
newspaper in Washington. He was married in
1843 and had six children.
As with many men who heard about the Gold
Rush in California he arrived in 1848 and
gathered enough gold near Hangtown (now
Placerville) to be comfortable. He then joined a
mercantile house in Sacramento but returned
home to Washington shortly thereafter.
He
returned
in 1849 and opened a bank on
Montgomery Street in San Francisco.
In 1855, after a series of business ventures,
King became the editor of the Daily Evening
Bulletin.
At first it was a simple four-page
publication but it soon increased in size and
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James Casey and another man were hanged by the
Committee of Vigilance on the same day that King of
William was buried

King's funeral was a huge event with a
cortege a mile long marching to Lone Mountain
Cemetery.
King's body and monument were
then removed to the Victorian section of Colma's
Cypress Lawn Cemetery when Lone Mountain
was closed.

Gravesite of James King of William in Cypress Lawn
Cemetery
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Colma Historical Assoc.
1500 Hillside Blvd.
Colma, CA 94014

To:

YOU ARE INVITED!
Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 29th at 6:30 p.m.
Special guest Speaker: Bryan Kingston,
Documentary Film Producer
Buffet Dinner to Follow

MEMBERSIDP FORM
Mail to:

COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 HILLSIDE BLVD.
COLMA, CA 94014

Senior (60 Yrs. & over)
Students
Individual
Family
Patron
Business

New
Renewal "---1 Yr. free for a 5 Yr. Advance

