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COLMA HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION

MAY, JUNE, AND JULY 1999

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
We are looking forward to seeing all of you at our 6th Birthday
Celebration on July 26, Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. The program
will be a slide presentation on "How Colma Came to Be". A very
unusual story and so unusual the Guinness Book of World Records has
been inquiring about Colma.
We need to change our by-laws so that we may add four more
Board Members. We will also have an election of Board Members.
The slate of our candidates, recommended by the Nominating
Committee need to be elected with staggered terms. The nominees are
Alice Letcavage, Ronald Doyle, Eleanor Hnilo and Dorothy Bechtol.
There are two present Board Members whose terms are expiring: Pat
Hatfield and Dorothy Hillman. They are both three year terms. We
need all of you there to vote, plus we enjoy getting together with all
your smiling faces.
Do not forget to support our drawings for prizes, we welcome
any donations as this is one of our fundraisers. Bring whatever you can
.to contribute and this includes any refreshments you may like to bring.
·We will have a birthday cake-so no cakes. Any other types of sweets,
.nibbles or fmger food would be much appreciated. Call Alice
Letcavage 650-755-3819.
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SPECIAL DATES
JUNE 26-SATURDAY
12:00 p.m. Recreation Ctr. Town
of Colma ribbon cutting &
barbecue for residents.
JULY 6 - TUESDAY
2 p.m. Colma Historical Assoc.
board meeting
JULY 26-MONDAY
7j.m. Colma Historical Assoc.
6 Birthday Celebration at Colma
Town Hall.
AUGUST 3 - TUESDAY
2 p.m. Colma Historical Assoc.
board meeting at trailer.
AUGUST 21-SATURDAY
Cypress Lawn Tour for Victorian
Days. Call for time and
reservation 650-755-0580.
AUGUST 28/29-SAT/SUN
Victorian Day's in the Park San
Mateo, all day.

1198 El Camino Real· Colma, CA 94014'· 650-757-1676·

Fax: 650-997-8308

VING OUR DEE

OF GIFTS:

We had many of our Deed of Gifts and
supplies stored in an empty senior apartment in the
complex next to City Hall. We have now moved all
of our things to the 1500 Hillside site in an empty
room there. It is ready for the collection assessor to
look at these collections and tell us next the proper
storage and preservation policy for us to follow.
This should be sometime this summer. This is
Niccolo Caldararo. Our Historic Architect J.
Turnball, FAlA will be coming at the same time.
They are ready-we are not. We are still waiting for
news from our Council. They are working hard to
get this underway, but unfortunately, the paperwork
is staggering and goes slow, but it is moving, never
fear.
1500 Hillside Blvd. & corner ofF St.

GREAT FUNDRAISER:
The Town of Colma has purchased a
number of tee shirts and polo shirts with the Town's
logo. The Colma I:Ii~toti£al Association will be
selling these as a fundraiser, -payingback the cost to
the City. The polo shirts sell for $19.99 Med. - XL
and $20.99 for XXL. The tee shirts are $7.99 each
all sizes. We will be selling these at the June 26
Celebration. We are taking orders now. Call 650757-1676.

TOURS GALORE
Your President and staff have been busy with many tours. A Dutch Television Station arrived for a tour
here. They were doing a four month tour of the United States, visiting all of the most unique places. We were
one of them. They had this beautiful Dutch Star doing the story. She was riding her Harley on vacation
throughout the US the story goes and stopped here to see if it was true that there was a Harley Davidson buried
here with it's owner. The truth was she confided, was that she just had gotten her license the day before and the
motorcycle was being loaned by a Harley dealership from each town they visited. She who had never ridden
any motorcycle before had to ride behind my minivan as I showed her the way to some famous gravesites. She
asked me to go slow and I did but the first U turn in the cemeteries, she lost it. The Harley was too heavy and
down it went when making the turn. She couldn't hold it up and ended up with a broken lens. All was stopped
until the repair. We completed the tour and all was well. This will be all in Dutch and shown only there. I am
sure this one scene will not be shown their either.
Pat gave a tour for the Poplar ReCare for six persons. The Mayor of Burlingame and friends were in
attendance and enjoyed over two hours of visiting all of our cemeteries.
We also had a teacher from Skyline College who brought her students from a class "Dealing With
Death". Visited some of the cemeteries that had different customs in dealing with death.
Not a tour, but a request for a slide show at the Lion's Club of Burlingame. They want to hear about the
history of Colma.

Another tidbit from Tombs With A View Golf in
•
the funeral Parlor...

Cioer
., in the !unera[ Par[or
Odd place for an amusement park but. ..a funeral home in Palatine, IL,
Ahlgrim & Sons, has a 9-hole miniature golf course in its basement
with death-theme rules and obstacles: a one-stroke penalty for entering
a cemetery, two strokes for disturbing a grave, one stroke if you bypass
the coffm on hole 2. Hole 1 is a skull. There's a motor-operated
guillotine with a blade that goes up and down at hole 3, a Dead End
sign, and a small Ahlgrim Crypt with fake blood at hole 7. Owner
Roger Ahlgrim put in the golf course 32 years ago to entertain
employees who were not very busy when his business was just getting
started. People in the neighborhood started dropping by to play and over
the years it's turned into a game room with video games, pinball
machine, ping-pong, and shuffleboard. There's no sign to advertise it so
only those who know about it through word of mouth go there, and all
of the playing is free. Ahlgrim forbids game room activity when there's
a funeral upstairs because the noise travels into the chapels, and because
he's afraid mourners will take a trip to the golf course rather than spend
time talking to each other. Kids love it, a group of Boy Scouts voted it
the Best Field Trip, and Ahlgrim is seeing a unintended side effect:
many of those who played in his game room as children are returning to
his upstairs business when they need funeral services. Source: Houston
Chronicle, March 8, 1998.
Contributed by ChristTina Leimer
DEED OF GIFTS

FIRST COLMA POLICE CHIEF
MARSHAL JOSEPH CAVALLI
APPOINTED, AUGUST 1924
BLACKSMITH BY TRADE

(We are still behind, recognizing the many people who have
contributed. Please be patient if you do not see your gift listed as yet.)
SERGEANT EDWARD RUGGIERO #3351
*ID Card for Colma Police Dept. 1049

COLMA CHIEF OF POLICE
JOSEPH REYNOLDS
1946-1948
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is to certIfy'

that

whose signature
appears
above,
is a duly appointed
(Deputy)
member
of the Colma
Police
Department.
(Good
Star No.
~63

un n] reJ;o~ed)

_
Chief

of

Police
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DEED Of GIFJs
JOHN" OWENS
Photo of Colma, Cypress Lawn Section of the State Highway known as the "bottle neck", one of the most
heavily traveled roads in the State .. The pavement is concrete.

RONALD L. DOYLE
1. Hamm' s beer opener - "Refreshing as the land of sky blue waters
2. Lucky beer opener - "It's Lucky when you live in America.
3. Ball Mason dome lids for canning jars.
4. Radio tube, Amperex electron tube
5. Magnavox receiver tube
6. San Francisco Municipal railway - one way fare coin.
7. Aluminum token - Good for $1.00 on a new Nic-L-Silver battery.
8. One 1935 book of Modern Radio Servicing, by Alfred A Ghirardi

i.
Magna'V'<>~

RECEiVER

R.\DW

TUBE

~WDER:-;
SERVICr:\G

,

"-,

.. ~

__•• ~•• ,.__ •

.,.,...•~

"'~

·.••

~--

..,.
:>...,,.. ; ••..

"I""L"'?~

·f

£~_;":<,,

::.0

:...:...:>.u:,,~-;4:':>·":'"

.u .•'"

.~ '.:: ; ::~'~:'.\:~."_~'":.7"'::

\
· .••~.'1

•...••
:.:0

t

.••,,'f-,.C-,
:!:c~,:::~
.••
~ ?','
' ••••

" ••

:.,1

?' •••

3:':;H:~<;

::

Cal TranS

Public Affairs

20 Photographs of Colma Area in 1924
Here are some of them.
"

. FRANK MAFFEI
23 Photographs taken by Frank Maffei on August 14, 1998 showing the Southern Pacific rails & ties
being saved for the Colma Train Station by the Bart Crew. Here are just some.
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You are invited

This is our Town's 75th Anniversary
& we would like to present our slide
show on "How Colma Came To Be".
This is the story of Colma and we are
looking forward to sharing it with you.

Date: Monday, .July 26, 1999

Time: 7:00 P~I
Place: Colma Town HaJJ

1198 EI Camino Real
(If you have any questions,

Phone 650 757-1676)
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