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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

AND HAPPY HOUDAYS
The Halloween Festival on October 21 and 22 was a
success for us, financially as well as materially. We sold
books, City of Souls, and badges totaling $112.08. There
were three types of badges sold: orange colored ones with
Halloween Fest - 1995 written on it with a picture of a
headless horseman, a purple badge with a skeleton saying,
"I'm alive and kicking in the town of Colma", and a beige
badge with Colma Historical Association written on it. We still
have some left if you would like to buy one. They cost $1.50
each or two for $2.50.
These badges were made and
donated by our board member, Mary Brodzin.
A good
contribution Mary! The nice surprise was the boutique booth
run by Laura Eng. There were very unique handmade items
for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. ,. Many 'of the<'~'""items were made by Lily Patton, our 97 year old senior. That
lady has more get up and go then most of us. We are blest
to have her in our community. Laura Eng and her family all
worked very hard to make this a successful fund raiser.
Thank you to the hard working Eng family. They raised $274
that was added to our fund.
We were going to buy a canopy booth, but Ralph
Putzker, from our senior apartments volunteered his time to
build us a three-sided booth of two by fours and chicken wire.
This fit into the standard 10 x 10 space assigned to us and
gave us enough space to hang our Historical Association
display. We are lucky to have a talented person like Ralph in
our association and town. Ralph helped put it up and take it
down with the help of David Hatfield, Jr. It is stored away for
future use. Thanks Ralph for the work and effort you put into
this project.
1198 EI Camino Real. Colma, CA 94014 415-757-1676

SPECIAL DATES
DECEMBER 3 - SUNDAY
2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
San Mateo County
Historical
Association Courthouse tour.
Redwood City - Call (415)5746441 for details.

DECEMBER 12-TUESDAY
2:00 p.m.
Colma
Historical
Association
Board meeting in the trailerMuseum behind City Hall.

• Fax: 415-997-8308

SAN FRANCISCO HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION ...

Michael Svanevik and Shirley Burgett were at
the October 19 meeting of the San Francisco
Historical Association. They gave a slide show
presentation about Colma and her cemeteries.
There was much interest in their commentary and
sixteen City of Souls books were sold. These
authors have promoted their books in many ways
and as this is a fund raiser for us, we thank them
very much. This group followed through with their
interest in Colma by attending a tour of Cypress
Lawn Cemetery the following week.
DOCENT DITTY II...

Tis the season to give heartfelt thanks
to our docents who are more bankable than banks.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ...

CSG-Community Service Consulting Group
has joined our Association. Brian Hadley from our
building Department brought in the $100.00
business membership last week. Welcome and
thank you.
OUR SEMAPHORE ...

Viking Trucking should soon be delivering our
semaphore from the Southern Pacific yard in
Eugene, Oregon. Robert Christensen from Christy
Vault has agreed to receive and store our semaphore for us until we can put it in place by the train
station. We needed someone that could take it off
the truck as it weighs a thousand pounds and is
twenty-six feet long. This is an immeasurable help
for us. Thank you Christy Vault.

There's Mary E., our "you can count on me!"
and thoughtful Alice, who finds and fills a vacancy.
Ron used to be a postman you know,
and he's there Sundays-rain, sleet or snow.
Dorothy is another faithful one,
as dependable and shiny as a rising sun.
Lillian and Juanita are such a happy pair,
Wednesday morning is their day to care.
Edith is there Tuesdays from one to three,
a nicer person to talk to there couldn't be.
Fro enjoys checking out new items galore,
and Frances B. has been filling in more and more.
Wednesday afternoon is Gene's time slot,
he looks things over, also gives a lot.
That leaves our hard working President, Pat.
The trailer is her second home, no doubt about that!
Here in a town with many a ghost,
I salute our docents with an appreciative toast.
Your Docent Chairperson, Fro Vallerga
SAN MATEO
CIATION ...

COUNTY

HISTORICAL

ASSO-

This is our chance to help bring about an
outstanding museum for our county. The Redwood
City Courthouse has great possibilities. The planning
for it is in the works and sounds like we will be very
proud at its completion. Your help is needed in the
funding. Come out on Sunday, December 3, and
visit this site. Good food, good music and best of
all, good cause. Call (415)574-6441 for details.
$60 a ticket and $40 of the amount is tax deductible.

Here is a picture of a double semaphore in response
to questions about what a semaphore looks like.
Ours is a single semaphore that was given to us
by Southern Pacific. It has been laying in the freight
yard for some time and I'm sure it needs painting
and restoration work. S.P. sells these for $1000 for
a single one and $1200 for a double. We feel
honored to be one of the few who have been given
this as a reminder of our Southern Pacific's era in
our community. It will be standing proud next to our
train station.

THE ITALIAN CEMETERY AND MAUSOLEUM
Here in Colma, on F Street, between Hillside Blvd. and EI Camino Real is another
unique cemetery.
There are thirty-five acres of perpetual memorials for Italian-Americans.
Most of the Italians that immigrated to this area, brought with them knowledge and workmanship
that contributed much to our growth.
The foundation for this cemetery began when the Italian Mutual Benevolent Association
of San Francisco was established during the late gold rush, October 17, 1858, to provide for
decent burials. These burials took place in the city cemetery near 33rd Ave. and Ocean Beach,
now the site of the Palace of Legion of Honor. When San Francisco passed a law forbidding
further burials, the Benevolent Association purchased property in December of 1898 and
established the new Italian Cemetery.
This Italian Cemetery, with its vaults, family chapels, outdoor garden crypts and
mausoleums, many with photos of the departed which are still made in Italy on porcelain
ceramic, reflects the family centered Italian-American cultures as well as old world tradition.
Old world craftsmanship by monument makers Leopoldo Bocci and Valerio Fontana can be seen
every where.
Most of the family chapels and a number of the older buildings dating back to the turn
of the century have beautiful, stained glass windows. The marvel of it is that no two windows
are alike. Depicted in rich colors are images of flowers and religious subjects. Each represents
the work of a master craftsman.
There is a precious section where the children are buried. Fields of angels, by the
hundreds, each positioned differently, line the narrow roadways, some no more than twelve
inches in height.
The south side of F street is mostly old world, though there are some new mausoleums.
The north side of F Street, opposite the original cemetery entrance are two of the largest, most
innovatively designed buildings in north San Mateo County. The aisles of one create the shape
of a cross. The architecturally acclaimed atrium-like structures, designed by Robert Overstreet
Associates of San Francisco (now Overstreet & Rosenberg, Inc.), are Italian Cemetery's public
mausoleums.
The purpose of the Italian Cemetery is to serve the living and to honor the dead. In so
doing, the memory of those departed shall never be forgotten.
(The above text was taken from two sources, A Pictorial Booklet titled The Italian Cemetery,
published for the Italian Cemetery and the book City of Souls, a book written by Michael
Svanevik and Shirley Burgett about Colma and her cemeteries.)

COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION'S
PAGES FROM THE PAST

SHARING COLMA'S mSTORY

The Italians of Colma - continued.
Outsiders found Colma primitive at best.
bathrooms were unknown.
Most ranches had
introduced during the 1940's.
Until then all
uniformly in San Francisco and on most towns
during the 1920's.

As late as 1942 outhouses punctuated
windmills.
Houses were not served
cooking was done on wood stoves.
along the peninsula by 1902, finally

the landscape; indoor
by gas; Butane was
Electricity, installed
reached rural Colma

Residents washed themselves
in round galvanized washtubs pulled
up near the stove. Rule was that the ':
_
~---~---:::::-.:::cleanest family went first.
Home -' : ~.~===::::::::::::::'
bathing,
a
time
consuming F;:'
procedure, was usually restricted to t ;.,.,
women and children.
No home,
bathtub was installed in Colma until
1942.
Men traditionally went to
SONS.
town on Saturdays, making their first
stop at the barbershop on Mission
Street for a haircut and a shave.

-

INC..

Back rooms of most Colma
Barbershops
were outfitted with:
bathtubs
and showers
for the
convenience
of
their
patrons.,
Bachelors also brought dirty laundry,
leaving it with the barber to be
picked up the following week.
Yolanda Piccardo, raised on '._
a Colma farm, recalls that most girls ,~_
had two dresses, both homemade;
"one on our back and one on the
clothesline" .

Taken from La Peninsula by Pat
Hatfield.
Written by Michael
Svanevik and Shirley Burgett
1940 YOLANDO PICCARDO STRAPPING
LETTUCE CRATES ON JOE PICCARDO'S
FARM
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DECEMBER 1995

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

AND HAPPy HOUDAYS
We are getting all spruced up for the
holidays. The Colma Historical Association is
taking part in the Daly City/Colma Merchants
Decoration Contest to help attract attention to
our office and Museum. We are also taking
part in a community effort to brighten our city for the holidays.
Our theme is "Santa's Workshop", which is an enjoyable, fun
topic to display. We hope that all of you will come and take
a look at the finished product and if you didn't take part this
year, maybe you will next year, as I'm sure this will be an
annual event.
Speaking of annual events, February is almost here,
which means our annual meeting will be coming up. Your
President's and the Treasurer's terms will be up. We have
served for the required three years. President, Pat Hatfield,
and Treasurer, Dorothy Hillman, have enjoyed the challenge
and are willing to continue in their office. But, it is important
that anyone who would like to meet this same challenge,
should apply now. We would be happy to have them run for
either office. This is a volunteer job (unpaid) that is very
rewarding and a great learning. experience. All the Board
Members, Docents and Chair People will help you. We need
new ideas and energy. A written letter with your intentions is
all that is required. Your affidavit of intent must be received
by January 2, 1996. This letter will be printed in the January
newsletter. These two offices will be voted on at the February
meeting and the term will be effective in July. That gives the
office holder five months to prepare for the three-year term.
That five months goes by so fast and so dose the three years.
Think about applying and go for it.
1198 EI Camino Real.

Colma, CA 94014 415-757-1676

SPECIAL DATES
DECEMBER 21- THURSDAY

7:00 p.m.
Doelger Senior Center
101 Westlake Blvd.
Daly City
Decoration contest awards.
JANUARY 9 - TUESDAY
2:00 p.m.
Colma Historical Association
Board meeting in the trailerMuseum behind City Hall.
JANUARY 21 - SUNDAY

2 p.m. Colma Town Hall
Daly City/Colma History Guild
annual meeting. Members only,
but you may pay for membership
at the door. The topic is the
Colma Volunteer Fire Dept.
FEBRUARY 4 - SUNDAY

2:00 p.m. Colma Town Hall
Annual
meeting
of Colma
Historical Association.

• Fax: 415-997-8308

LAST MONTHS - PAGES FROM THE PAST ...
We received a letter from a member about
our last issue from pages from the past. We are
printing a portion of Mr. Graham's letter so that you
can leam a little more of Colma's history.
Many
people were interviewed for that article in La
Pen/nsu/awith different memories. One woman that
the author spoke with said, "There were a few tubs,
but they weren't connected to plumbing." Here is a
portion of Mr. Graham's letter:
"I was amazed to read in the Pages From the Past
in the latest issue of your newsletter that no home
bathtub was installed in Colma until 1942. This is
certainly not true. Many years ago, my grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Lam pard, shared a house
at 2005 Hillside Blvd. belonging to Cypress Lawn
Cemetery (now occupied by Golden Hill Monuments), with my uncle Barsi, a former Mayor of
Colma. I remember several occasions as a child
during the 1930's having taken a bath in the bathtub
in their home."
Signed: Sincerely, Ed Graham
We are happy to hear from any and all members
and we thank you, Ed Graham, for sharing with us.

Lecture topics will include the Native·
American
Period,
Spanish
Exploration/Mission
Period, Mexican Era, American Period 1846-1860. "
A regional focus on San Mateo County History and
the Great Mansions of the Peninsula. To sign up or
to find out more, call Mitch Postel or Lisa Dolehide
at 574-6441.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AT THE TRAILER ...
Our decorated Museum/office looks great!
Thanks to many helpers. A work party, made up of
Eugene Daneluz, Gordon and Shirley Stone, Willy
and Mary Healey, Walter and Alice Letcavage,
Juanita Ward, Lilian Bemardini, and Pat Hatfield did
the honors.
Ron Doyle, Edith Harper and Don
Stiewell helped on other days. Many others donated
items.
Steve Warden of First National Bank in
Colma donated lights. The Healeys donated the
outside Christnmas tree, Mary Brodzin donated the
inside Christmas tree, the Fisicaros donated tall
outside lighted candles. Millie Christiano designed
and painted a chimney for the top of our trailer. We
used surplus lights, omaments and artificial greenery
from the Town of Colma. We also had offers of help
and lights from Cypress Lawn Cemetery and Home
Savings. Many thanks to all. We look great!

MEMBERSHIP, ATTENTION ...
Paid membership list is attached. We value all of
our memberships and want to hear from you about
any concems you might have.
WARNING! If your name is not on the membership
list, this is the last newsletter we can send you. If
you can send in your membership payment, we will
be happy to resume the newsletter. A membership
form is on the bottom of the membership list. If you
have any questions or concems please call 7571676.
HOLIDAY GIFTS ...
Our book, City of Souls,
or a
membership in the Colma Historical
Association might be a great gift to
give someone who has moved away or
still cares and is interested in Colma.
We will be glad to do-the mailing on
receipt of a check. Call 757-1676.
DOCENT TRAINING COMING UP ...
Those interested in becoming volunteer
docents of the San Mateo County Historical
Museum, Woodside Store or Sanchez Adobe should
hold Saturday and Sunday, February 3 and 4 and
Saturday, February 10 ~reserved for our annual
docent training program. A panel of excellent guest
speakers plus staff and veteran docents will provide
the training.
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MEMBERSHIP

LIST - 7/95 - 7/96

'SENIORS:

FAMILY:

Armanino, Billl & Frances
Bernardini, Lilian
Bignardi, Gertrude Eberle
Bowman, John
Brown, Melda
Bullard, Frances
Caserza, Louis & Bianca
Christiano, Mildred
Del Sarto, Fred & Lorraine
Devencenzi, Bernice
Eberle, Gertrude
Edgman, Mary
Ervin, Elizabeth
Gaggero, Madeline
Ginno, Claudia & John
Goodrick, Rachel Ida
Hargrove, Philip
Harper, Edith
Healey, William & Mary
Hill, Shirley
Hillman, Dorothy
Hnilo, Emil & Eleanor
Hutchings, Mary
Larkin, Dorothy
Letcavage, Walter & Alice
Limon, Ramon & Sumi
Lonero, Mollie
Maffei, Frank
Marsigli, Lee & Jean
Martini, Celeste
Nobles, Vie & Chris
O'Reilly, Rev. Joseph 'Po
Ottsen, Donna
Owens, Betty
Patton, Lily
Piccardo, Joe & Yolanda
Putzker, Ralph
Rochetta, Bacci & Marian
Rosaia, Ida
Sangalli, Richard
Santucci, Enrico
Schembri, Elvira
Stiewell, Don E.
Stone, Gordon & Shirley
Titoff, Igor & Olga
Vallerga, Rena
Walter, Thomas & Mary

Arnold, Amber & Juanita Ward
Belli, Albert E. Family
Boudewyn, Ray & Susan
Chiappari, Dianne Family
Daneluz, Eugene & Marion
Fisicaro, Dennis & Helen
Graham, John & Mariam
Kirschner, Julie & Lydia
Maldonado, Ronald & Helen
Molinari, Elaine Familu
Padilla, Mike & Angie
Paniagua, Fernando & Ruby
Putman, Wayne & Maureen
Risso, Henry, Marlis, Frank & Marlis E.
Rochetta, Richard & Michael
Shea, Jack & Peggy
Silva, Joseph & Cynthia
Simpson, Kenneth & Pat
Tarlock, Anthony & Catherine
Toscano, Jaime & Maria
Vallerga, Larry & Fro
BUINESSES:
L. Bocci & Sons
Browning-Ferris Ind.
California Water Service
Malcom Carpenter Assoc.
Christy Vault Co.
Commerce Holding Co.
Cornell, Lange & Peters
CSG Community Service
Cypress Abbey Co.
Cypress Golf Gourse
Cypress Lawn
Donohoe & Carroll
Eternal Home Cemetery/Sinai
First National Bank
Home Savings of America
Home Sweet Home
Italian Cemetery
Lucky Chances
Olivet Memorial Park
Tom Price Dealership
Target Stores
Segale & Cerini, Inc.
Serramonte Chevron
Tealdi Bros.

Memorial Chapel

INDIVIDUAL:

•

Alger, Linda Edgman
Aurora
Burgett, Shirley
Caldararo, Niccolo
Dolye, Ronald L.
Graham, Edward F.
Hatfield, Jr., David
Holme, Brett
Holme, Michelle
Letcavage, James
Liston, David
Meyers, Karen
Mori, Ann
Olcese, Marilyn
Pinto, B.l.
Rovai, Cherilee
Silver, Richard
Stinson, Chrustune
Svanevik, Michael
Wine, Karen
PATRONS:
Brodzin, Larry
Brodzin, Mary
Ool1oso, Art
Hatfield, Dave & Pat
Holme, Trygve
Liston, Francis
Parodi, Alice Brodzin
Souza, Nancy Brodzin
STUDENT:
Romero, Natasha
MEMBERSHIP
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