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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
We have sold 1,008 City of Souls books with 4,000 to go
before we have a second printing. So let's all work at it. The Board
has received permission from the Daly City/Colma Chamber of
Commerce to include in their next newsletter a request to all
businesses to help by purchasing at least ten books to use as a
promotional item for their suppliers, vendors or customers, etc. Our
purchaser will print a sticker to go on the cover of each book, "with
compliments of and their business name." We explained that this is
a fund raiser for us and could be advantageous tax wise for them.
Molloy's and Cypress Lawn have already purchased many books
and we hope others will follow in their footsteps.
~ ,

Our second birthday party at Colma Town Hall
was a success. The highlight, if you were not in
attendance, was the City Planner's discourse on
Historic Preservation Sites in Colma. Mac Carpenter
did a splendid job. Shirley Burgett and Michael
Svanevik, our City of Souls authors, were there to
sign books and last but not least we said goodby
to Alice Letcavage, our founding secretary who stepped down.
Francis Bullard is our new secretary and was sworn in by Frances
Liston, City Manager. We had a big birthday cake and sang happy
birthday to ourselves. Now we start another year and hope to grow.

SPECIAL DATES
AUGUST 8 - TUESDAY

2:00 p.m.
Colma Historical Board
meeting in the trailer.
AUGUST 20 - SUNDAY

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
History tour starts at Colma
Town Hall.
AUGUST 26 - SATURDAY
AUGUST 27 - SUNDAY

10:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Victorian Days in the Park
at the San Mateo Park on
EI Camino.

Our membership renewals went out this month and we have
had a response of 63 that have answered and 79 still no response.
Please send in dues if you have not done so. We have one new
business membership, Lucky Chances. Welcome to our Association.
1198 EI Camino Real.

Colma, CA 94014 • 415-757-1676

• Fax: 415-997-8308

DEED OF GIFTS••.
Frank Maffei has found some of the train
schedules from the San Francisco/San Jose
Railroad and from Southern Pacific for us.
Dates-August 1, 1866 and May 2, 1886, stops
listed are: School Station on the 1866 and
Colma, Greenlawn, Hanna, Emanuel, Carroll
and Holy Cross on the 1866. Then they go on
to Baden, Tanforan and San Bruno, etc. Thank
you, Frank.
Ron Doyle must be cleaning house as we are
the lucky recipients of a compass, a ships
speaking tube, a headquarters post air raid sign,
a~ official U.S. 25¢ saving stamp album, a
WIndow hanger that showed you had a person
in the service, all from World War II. Ron also
gave us a working compact refrigerator for our
office. Sure nice on these hot days. Thank you
Ron.
Don Stiewell bought in some pictures of Joseph
L. Bocci, Sr. with his airplane taken in January
of 1933. Appreciate this find.
Don Bocci found a picture of the Blimp that fell
out of the .sky during World War II in Daly City.
It is a nice 8 x 10 which we will copy and we will
return his original. Thank you, Don.
Dave Hatfield comes in quite often as
~
he works at Colma Town Hall and saw ~ -yj9
that we needed a broom and a bell for ~our door to announce visitors as they
come in. He has donated both and we do thank
him.
Don Smith surprised us with a much needed
G.E. tape recorder.
Thank you, Don. Now
those minutes will be permanently recorded.
Fro and Larry Vallerga went to visit mom, Rena
Vallerga, in Guinda, CA. They came away with
two pictures-a
family Vallerga picture and a
1919 sixth grade Jefferson School picture with
all the names. We thank all the Vallergas. A
copy will be made and the originals returned.
They are a nice addition for our collection.

ANOTHER
ADDITION
STATION ...

FOR

OUR

TRAIN

Ron Doyle, a retiree from the U.S. Postal
Service had req uested that we write to the
postmaster for a hanging mail box, like the one
that was on our train station. We did and the
request has been granted. They found one like
the one we have in the picture and will paint it
an olive green as they were then and will have
to weld the door shut as they don't want anyone
to put mail in it. It would never be delivered!
Good idea, Ron and thanks to the U.S. Postal
Service.
HISTORY TOURS, PRIOR TO THE VICTORIAN
DAYS IN THE PARK •••
Learn and have fun discovering the history
about our towns in San Mateo County. The
tours listed below should be worth attending.
Call the San Mateo Historical Association for
more details, 415 574-6441.
EI Granada
Pescadero
Pacifica

Aug. 12
Aug. 12
Aug. 13

Belmont
South S.F.
San Mateo*
Colma
San Mateo*

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

17
19
19
20
26

10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
2 - 3 p.m.
4 - 5 p.m.
7 - 8 p.m.
1 - 2 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

*need to R.S.V.P. for San Mateo walking tours
Colma's tour starts at Colma Town Hall at 11:00
a.m. It includes a greeting and short history of
the town, then we proceed across the street to
the Railroad Station to hear about the history of
the railroad in Colma. It ends at the Museum
with refreshments. A self-guided tour map for
the cemeteries will be available.
TRAIN STATION RESTORATION

FUND ...

We have our first contribution to the
train station restoration fund.
Frank
Risso has contributed $100.00. A very
big thank you, Frank.
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Established 1901
1801 Hillside Boulevard
Established in 1901 under the auspices
of the First Serbian BeneVolent Society- (originally a literary group devoted to writing poetry
as well as healing the sick and burying the dead
called the Serbian-Montenegrin Literary and
Benevolent Society), this cemetery is open to all
of the Christian Orthodox faiths. There are
numerous Serbians, Russians and Greeks
among the approximately 10,000 burials on
eight developed acres. Originally the cemetery
constituted five acres. An additional 11 acres
were purchased in 1950.
Those buried at Serbian Cemetery have
been brought from all over Northern California.
The society owns extensive land leading back
onto San Bruno mountain upon which flowers
continue to be cultivated.
The Serbian benevolent Society, founded
in 1880, originally buried its dead in a section of
San Francisco's Laurel Hill Cemetery. These
remains were transferred by the organization to
Colma immediately after acquiring the San
Mateo county property.
Of particular interest in Serbian Cemetery
is the domed, typically Byzantine Chapel of the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary. It is similar in
appearance and style to churches found in
southern Serbia, most notably the thirteenth
century Patriarchate [cathedral] at Pec (Pech).
This icon-lined structure, laid out in the
form of a cross, was built in 1929 and dedicated
May 4,1930. the chapel is known for its stained
glass and beautifuI icons; the entire back wall,
curving up to the dome, bears a painting of the
Orthodox version of the Virgin Mary.
Visitors will note that throughout the
cemetery graves are marked with eternal
candles, encased in red glass, which burn 24
hours a day. The small candles are changed
once a week.
The practice of including porceain portraits on
tombs is commonly used. By themselves, these
photographic likenesses, magnificently preserved despite the rigors of the Colma weather,
offer silent testimony of families, children,
soldiers and lovers. One tomb bears the

photographic representation of the Russian
Emperor, Nicholas III and his entire family.
Members of the Orthodox faith mark
Russian Easter by attending midnight church
services which are followed by pre-dawn visits
to the cemetery.
Serbian Cemetery's biggest annual
celebration is "the day of the dead," Russian
. Memorial Day, which falls the week after Easter
when relatives by the score, often arriving by
bus loads, partake in on-going chapel services.
Before leaving, worshippers sit down to picnic at
the graves of loved ones. Traditionally they
then place colored eggs on the gravesites.
Taken from City of Souls by Michael Svanevik
and Shirley Burgett

Interior of the Chapel of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary at Serbian Cemetery.
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
We wish to thank all of the members who helped at the Colma
walking tour. The Refreshment Committee, the Docents and all of
the physical laborers that contributed to that day. We were
disappointed at the small attendance, but we are still glad of a job
well done. One of the members of the San Mateo County
Association was very impressed and told many of us that he thought
Colma sure knew how to do things right. We certainly appreciated
that comment.
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In our last newsletter we had announced that our City
Manager had sworn in our new secretary. However, our Mayor,
Dennis Fisicaro, did the honors. Thank you Dennis for taking part
in this ceremony.

SPECIAL DATES
SEPTEMBER 12 - TUES.
2:00 p.m.
Colma Historical Board
meeting in the trailer.
SEPTEMBER 16 - SAT.
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Rancho day at Sanchez
Adobe - call 359-1462 for
information.

We had a nice display and booth at Victorian Days in the Park
on History Lane. This event is always a pleasure to take part in. If
you did miss it this year, try and make it next year. Better yet, sign
up to participate at our display place and join the festivities. It leaves
you with a good feeling. Thank YOl.! Amber Arnold, Lilian Bernardini,
Mary Brodzin, Frances Bullard, Mary Edgman, Pat Hatfield, Dorothy
Hillman, Alice Letcavage, and Juanita Ward for being there this year.

SEPTEMBER 20 - WED.
7:30 p.m. Daly City/Colma
History Guild presents
History Evening of Colma's
Auto Row. Speaker:' Frank
Verducci at Doelger Center
multi purpose room, 101
Lake Merced Blvd. D.C.

A very special deed of gift has come into our possession. It
is a 34" x 34" map of the town of Lawndale in 1924, the year we
were incorporated. This map was found in the garage on A Street
and Hillside. Charlie Srabian found it rolled up as he was cleaning
up to lease out that property. This is the first map of our town and
it will be treasured. Thank you to the Srabian family.

SEPTEMBER 23 - SAT.
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Union Cemetery twilight
tour at Union Cemetery on
Woodside Rd. West of EI
Camino in Redwood City.

1198 EI Camino Real.

Colma, CA 94014 • 415-757-1676

• Fax: 415-997-8308

COLMA

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION'S
Pages From The Past
August, 1995

SHARING COLMA'S HISTORY
In 1886, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco purchases 179 acres of land in
Colma for construction of a new burial ground. Until now San Francisco Catholics have been buried
near Mission Dolores or at Calvary Cemetery on Lone Mountain (which was located near the Pan
Handle at Golden Gate Park). Both of these cemeteries have become overcrowded. A journalist
visiting Calvary Cemetery reports that the monuments there are as thick as corn stacks. This first new
cemetery in Colma, called Holy Cross Cemetery had its first interment, that of Timothy Buckley, which
was on June 7, 1887.
The history of this cemetery and the ones to follow for the interment of San Francisco's dead
is owed to the act known as Section 297 of the Penal Code of the State of California. This act
prohibited any further burials anywhere except in existing established cemeteries. Until then many
people were buried on their own ranches or wherever. Because San Francisco cemeteries were full
and land values were at a premium to use for more cemeteries the establishment of cemeteries in San
Mateo County was hastened. It was further helped when the S.F. Board of supervisors prohibited any
further burials in the city after March 1, 1898. This led to the incorporation of Lawndale which became
Colma in August 1924.
History from County Chronicles & La Peninsula both written by M. Svanevik & S. Burgett

HELP! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED...
We need someone who can
help us set up an operating budget and help us
plan our finances for the train station restoration
project. Call 757-1676.

Wednesdays

10:00 a.m. - 12 noon
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Thursdays

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
need hours filled from 1 2:30 p.m.

Fridays

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
need hours filled from
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Saturdays

Closed - need hours 1:00 3:00 p.m.

Sundays

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

FINANCIAL ADVISOR:

We need someone who has
had success at grant writing. Wewis~ to apply
for grant monies to use in the train station
restoration project. Call 757-1676.
GRANT WRITER:

Anyone who can give any time to sit
in the mini-museum and just be there so visitors
can enjoy our mini-museum. Any hours of their
choice. Call Fro Vallerga at 755-5522 or 7571676.
DOCENTS:

(Museum staffed by volunteers and hours below
not always exact. Please call first.)
Museum hours now open:
Mondays

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Tuesdays

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

BILL HILL
1917-1995

Stephen William "Bill" Hill, a founding member
of the Colma Historical Association and a resident of
Colma for 43 years. He was born on July 14, 1917
at Otter Lake, Michigan. Bill married Shirley Mae
Wilmoth on May 16, 1953 in Reno, Nevada.
This eulogy was written by Debbie on behalf
of her sisters as a tribute to their father:
"Dad was a man who worked very hard all of
his life, from working in the mines in Northern
Michigan to the car makers of Detroit; the CC camps
during the war, a roofer in San Francisco, construction worker and later as a handyman in his retirement. One of Dad's dearest friends recently said, 'if
Bill couldn't do it, then no one else could either'.
Many times I can remember someone
needing his expertise and he was always there for
whomever it was. He enjoyed his work and also
looked forward to his vacations. How many children
by the age of 10 can say they travelled almost the
Continental U.S. with their parents? We did. We
knew the meaning of family and had the opportunity
to visit relatives in Tennessee, Ohio, Kansas, and Michigan. Dad once bought a used camper shell
for his truck, fixed up the insides with a table and benches that made into a bed and hooked up an
intercom so we could pester them (they also held the switch that could turn us off if they needed to).
Mom make curtains and fixed it up real cute.
We were raised as city kids, yet were given the opportunity to know what a real buffalo looked
like and learned that there were bugs that swam in the pretty creeks. We learned that the cute lambs
we thought were so cuddly actually would chase you trying to stick their horns in your backside if you
didn't run fast enough. We were squirted with milk as it was being drawn from a cow by my uncle.
We got to ride on horses and sit with dad on the tractors when he would help our uncle. You see, Dad
was a teacher of life.
We learned the importance of our heritage. The Finns are very proud people. He taught us the
Finnish ways; the food they ate, the way they lived, where we came from, their language and how to
recite prayers in Finnish and their quiet way of showing their love. Not so much in words, but in the
way you speak to someone, the way you could build something with your hands and give it away, just
to make them smile; provide hospitality to anyone who came for a visit and to give comfort.
We learned to do our best and to try our hardest in whatever we could do. He never complained
when we needed his help in homework. And when he was ill, he never complained about what was
going on inside of him.
He loved his children and grandchildren and to the end he loved our mother for 42 years. We
will all miss him dearly; we'll miss hearing his whistle as he was tinkering away at his latest project and
we'll miss his talks but we'll carry forever the love he has given us in our hearts".
(We apologize for having to cut excerpts out of the original eulogy as it would have filled two whole
pages.)
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
Your president made a request at the September Town of
Colma Council meeting for a sign that says "MUSEUM" and points
towards our trailer. We do have a nice large sign that says "COLMA
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION"
but does not tell the public that we also
have a museum on the premises. Most people are surprised when
they walk in and see what is on display in our trailer. This sign
should help promote interest in our Association and also increase our
visitor count. We are now listed in the new phone directory in the
white pages as well as in the yellow pages under Museums.
There are three events to help promote the City of Souls
book sales. The first one is at the San Francisco Historical
Association meeting on Thursday, Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Unitarian Church. Michael Svanevik will be there to speak on the
cemetery history and to autograph books. We will have books for
sale at the Halloween Fest at our booth on October 21 and 22, our
second event. The third event is at Barnes and Noble book store in
the 280 Metro Center on October 24 with another book signing at
7:00 p.m. Please come and support any event that you can. The
one at Barnes and Noble is particularly important. We want to have
good representation there to help generate interest.
The last two years the City has sponsored the Noodle Fest.
There were not many types of noodles. This year they have decided
that the event would be better named the Halloween Fest. We
shared a booth with the Daly City/Colma History Guild last year, but
this year we will have our own booth as we will be selling City of
Souls books and will have a boutique booth that our fund raising
chair person, Laura Eng, will be promoting. We need to help support
her in anyway that we can. If you can help by staffing the booth for
even an hour, it would be appreciated, Call 757-1676.
1198 EI Camino Real.

Colma, CA 94014 • 415-757-1676

SPECIAL DATES
OCTOBER 7 - SAT.

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Flax Spinning Demo.
San Mateo County Hist.
Assoc. Museum
Fee charged - call 5746441 for registration.
OCTOBER

10 - TUE.

2:00 p.m.
Colma Hist. Assoc. Board
meeting in the trailer.
OCTOBER 21,22 - SAT. &
SUN.

Colma Halloween Fest at
BART Park-n-Ride parking
lot.
OCTOBER 24 - TUE.

7:00 p.m.
Barnes & Noble book store.
280 Metro Center - City of
Souls autograph session
and sales promotion.

• Fax: 415-997-8308

MEMBERSHIP LIST - 7/95 - 7/96 ...
Thank you to all of you have joined or renewed.
We appreciate your support.
SENIORS:

Armanino, Bill & Frances
Bernardini, Lillian
Bignard i, Gertrude Eberle
Bowman, John
Brown, Melda
Bullard, Frances
Caserza, Louis & Bianca
Christiano, Mildred
Del Sarto, Fred & Lorraine
Devencenzi, Bernice
Eberle, Gertrude
Edgman, Mary
Ervin, Elizabeth
Ginno, Claudia & John
Hargrove, Philip
Harper, Edith
Healey, William & Mary
Hill, Shirley
Hillman, Dorothy
Hnilo, Emil & Eleanor
Hutchings, Mary
Larkin, Dorothy
Letcavage, Walter & Alice
Limon, Ramon & Sumi
Lonero, Mollie
Maffei, Frank
Marsigli, Lee & Jean
Martini, Celeste
Nobles, Vic & Chris
O'Reilly, Rev. Joseph P.
Owens, Betty
Patton, Lily
Piccardo, Joe & Yolanda
Putzker, Ralph
Rochetta, Bacci & Marian
Rosaia, Ida
Sangalli, Richard
Santucci, Enrico
Schembri, Elvira
Stiewell, Don E.
Stone, Gordon & Shirley
Vallerga, Rena
Walter, Thomas & Mary

FAMILY:

Arnold, Amber & Juanita Ward
Chiappari, Dianne
Daneluz, Eugene & Marion
Fisicaro, Dennis & Helen
Graham, John & Mariam
Maldonado, Ronald & Helen
Padilla, Mike & Angie
Risso, Henry, Marlis, Frank & Marlis E.
Rochetta, Richard & Michael
Shea, Jack & Peggy
Silva, Joseph & Cynthia
Simpson, Kenneth & Pat
Toscano, Jaime & Maria
Vallerga, Larry & Frossanna
Tarlock, Anthony & Catherine
BUSINESSES:

L. Bocci & Sons
Browning-Ferris Ind.
California Water Service
Malcom Carpenter Assoc.
Christy Vault Co.
Commerce Holding Co.
Cornell, Lange & Peters
Cypress Abbey Co.
Cypress Golf Course
Donoh oe & Carroll
Eternal Home Cemetery/Sinai
First National Bank
Home Sweet Home
Italian Cemetery
Lucky Chances
Olivet Memorial Park
Segale & Cerini, Inc.
Serramonte Chevron
Tealdi Bros.

Memorial Chapel

INDIVIDUAL:

PATRONS:

Burgett, Shirley
Doyle, Ronald L.
Graham, Edward F.
Liston, David
Letcavage, James
Mori, Ann
Olcese, Marilyn
Rovai, Cherilee
Silver, Richard
Stinson, Christine
Svanevik, Michael
Wine, Karen

Dolloso, Art
Hatfield, Dave & Pat
Liston, Frances

STUDENT:

Romero, Natasha

..,..

<

MEMBERSHIP ...
Our Membership Chairperson, Mary Edgman
reports that there are quite a few that have not
renewed their membership. We are hoping that
it is just an oversight.
Our dues are what
keeps us operating and helps us to pay all our
many expenses. Your newsletter alone costs
over $160.00 a month. So please renew your
dues as soon as possible. We would be glad to
hear of any suggestions or improvements. Call
757-1676.
DEED OF GIFTS ...
We have been given a large 42" x 42" picture
taken from a photograph of San Francisco's
Fifth and Market Streets. This came from the
P.G.& E. archives. Normally we would not have
as much interest in a San Francisco picture, but
as we have mentioned several times, in the
early days the Italians of Colma spent their most
exciting times riding the street car from Colma
to Fifth and Market in San Francisco.
This
picture was taken in just that era. The long
dresses and hats and gloves, the old cars,
pushing the cable car around, brings back
memories to all of us. We thank Helen Fisicaro
for this deed of gift.

Association. In place of these memorial articles,
we have started a collection of eulogies called
"The Book of Souls." This collection is available
in our museum and will be a part of the history
of Colma.
A BIG THANK YOU ...
We are happy to announce another new
business membership.
Welcome HOME SWEET
HOME. You are, as all businesses are, a part of
Colma's living history and are very important to
our organization.
We also wish to thank AAAAA RENT-A-SPACE for
purchasing 10 books for advertising. This helps
our fund for restoring the train station.
COME
SUPPORT
ASSOCIATION ...

THE

HISTORICAL

This year the Historical Association will have a
booth at the Halloween Fest on October 21 and
22. Many crafts will be available for purchase.
Our booth will be located at the BART station
park-n-ride across from the Serra Bowl. Hope
to see you there.
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ...

We also received from Ron Doyle a railway
express tag that has printed on it, "War won't
wait,
Railway
Express
provides
fast
transportation for the things the nation needs to
win the war - and vital home-front necessities
too." This tag was attached to Sgt. R.J. Doyle's
bag of Ciwies, being sent home from Parris
Island, S.C. Thank you Ron, this is a nice item
that will go in our "Colma Goes to War" display
which is about our residents who served during
all the war years. This railroad express tag also
helps with train memorabilia.
IN MEMORIUM ...
At our last Board meeting we discussed
eulogies that have been printed in our
newsletters. Since we are trying to keep our
newsletter down to two pages, in the future we
will have a small space for an announcement of
a death of a member of the Colma Historical

IVA BOCCI
1910-1995
The wife of the late Raymond Bocci and mother
of Donald Bocci.

L. BOCCI & SON
SINCE 1896

-.
COLMA

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION'S
Pages From The Past

SHARING COLMA'S HISTORY
June 3, 1887, San Francisco's Roman Catholic Archbishop, Patrick W. Riordon along with
several priests of the Diocese wander into the fog bound reaches of a potato field to dedicate Holy
Cross Cemetery. This is Colma's first large burial ground and begins the transformation of that area
from a purely agricultural region. Within half a century it will become the largest cemetery complex in
the west. Colma will house the remains of more than 1.5 million people.
The original Jewish Cemetery, Home of Peace was on Presidio Road in San Francisco,
(Established 1849). Remains of Jews from all over Northern California were buried there. A second
Jewish Cemetery had been established on 10 acres of land near Mission Dolores at Eagle and Dolores
Streets in San Francisco, (April 1860). Both of these cemeteries were full and the high cost of San
Francisco real estate has prompted the move to Colma. -The second cemetery in Colma is set on 45
acres and is called Home of Peace. Within this same year of 1889 the Hills of Eternity and third burial
ground in North San Mateo County is established in Colma for the internment of Jews.
Pages from the Past were taken from County Chronicles by Patricia Hatfield
and was written by Michael Svanevik with Shirley Burgett
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD MEMBERS
We have been using our non-profit stamp with
our permit number for the last two mailings. What we
have noticed is that it seems to take from seven to ten
days to receive the newsletters that are posted in the
Daly City Post Office. Some newsletters that are going
out of state reach their destination within four or five
days. We presume that since most of our mail is Zip
Code 94014 or 94015, that the mail man can only
carry so much at a time. We are not sure how it
works, but we will try to get the newsletter out a little
earlier.
Hopefully you will not receive Octobers
newsletter in November.
The San Mateo Historical Association will be
having an informal tour of the County courthouse on
Sunday, December 3, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Since
the San Mateo Historical Association is 60 years old,
they are asking for a $60.00 donation which will give
you the tour and a table of festive foods and wine.
There will also be musical and dance performances.
This 1906 Italian-Renaissance building will be a great
museum. We all need to support this endeavor. More
information next month.
Mystery! A 3 x3" photo arrived in the mail with
no address or name. The envelope was addressed to
City Hall, Historical Dept. The photo is of the Gladway
Bar. A sign below the name says, California Steam
and under that, Fred. B. Russi. On the back it says
Mission Street, Colma, pre-prohibition. We would
welcome any information as to the bar or the sender or
about the Russi family.
1198 EI Camino Real. Colma, CA 94014

SPECIAL DATES
NOVEMBER 14 - TUE.

2:00 p.m.
Colma Historical Association
meeting in the trailer.

board

NOVEMBER 15 - WED.

7:30 p.m.
Daly City/Colma History Guild, Doelger
Senior Center, Westlake
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MEMBERSHIP ...July

1995-July 1996

Thank you to all of our new and renewed
memberships. These memberships have been
received since our last newsletter and are
greatly appreciated.
SENIORS:

Lydia Kirschner
Donna Ottsen
Igor and Olga Titoff
FAMILY:

Albert E. Belli Family
Elaine Molinari Family
Wayne and Maureen Putman
BUSINESSES:

Cypress Lawn
Tom Price Dealership
Target Stores
INDIVIDUALS:

Aurora
David Hatfield, Jr.
Karen Meyers
B. J. Pinto
PATRONS:

Larry Brodzin
Mary Brodzin
Alice Brodzin Parodi
Nancy Brodzin Sousa

DEED OF GIFTS ...
Marie Kohle Rusert donated some fine old
photos of her mother's class pictures at Little
Jeff. Her mother's name was Anna Kluge
Kohle. There are six school photos and one
large picture of Jefferson Grammar School with
teacher, Mr. Savage, and his class in the
playground. Another photo enclosed was of the
Hazard Powder Co. Her grandfather was Henry
Kluge and the owner. She also gave us a
smokeless
powder can from the Hazard
Powder Co. Thank you Marie.
Larry and Frossanna Vallerga gave us a
Chance catalog. This was a catalog where you
signed a line for a few cents on the chance that
you could win a radio. This was a -piece of
memorabilia from the Ottoboni family. This has
no date but looks like it was about the 1930's.
Come in and see it. Larry also contributed a
magazine, The Ring, that tells all about the
Prize fights in Colma in 1907, '08 & '09. Ray
Robinson, Stanley Ketchel, Jack Johnson are
some of the fighters mentioned. Nice memorabilia for us to share. Thank you Larry and Fro.

GARDEN MAUSOL EUM
ABBEY MAUSOLEUM
COLUMBARIUM
CREMATORY
CEMETERY

OLIVET MEMORIAL PARK
1601

HILLSIDE

BOULEVARD,

P,O,

BOX 457,

COLMA,

CALI FORNIA

94014

•

PHONE

(415) 755-0322

FAX (415) 755-5456

Olivet Memorial Park, which was originally known as Mount Olivet, is a non-sectarian, non-profit cemetery,
and was established in 1895. It is now celebrating it's l00th anniversary.
Olivet has a beautiful Columbarium and Mausoleum and several outdoor Garden Crypt units. These buildings
are added to from time to time, as needed. A few years ago, a new crematory was erected and is reputed to
be one of the most modern facilities in the world. Many persons have visited to observe and obtain information
regarding this structure.
A large number of organizations, including several Masonic orders, have purchased blocks of graves for the
use of their members. One of the largest is the Sailor's Union of the Pacific. A huge black granite monument
of a mariner at the helm of his ship, was erected on their land following World War II. At the base of the
massive monument is chiseled the words "And the sea shall give up its dead".
Show Folks of America have a large, unique memorial on their land. It features a Ferris Wheel and smiling
clown faces. The members of this group are primarily circus and carnival workers.
There are a number of notorious personalities interred at Olivet. Arthur "Doc" Barker was a member of the
infamous Barker gang. He was one of four sons of "Ma" Barker, who was the head of the gang from the
Ozarks.
John J_ "Blackjack" Jerome was a figure in labor troubles and furnished strike breaking workers during many
labor uprisings, including those on the San Francisco waterfront in the 1930's.
One of the most well-known personalities is "ISHI", Last of the
Yana Indians. Ishi is the last known Stone Age survivor in North
America and the last Wild Indian. Visitors come from great
distances to view his urn, which is on display in the Columbarium,
and the urn is said to have been made by his hands, from clay.
Many articles have been written about him and book by Theodora
Kroeber is entitled "Ishi in Two Worlds".
Please refer to the book City of Souls for additional information on
Olivet Memorial Park.
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The Story of ISH I
placed one of his bows, five arrows,
a basket of acorn meal, a boxful
of shell bead money, a purse full
of tobacco, three rings and some
obsidian flakes.
Ishi was a religious person, his
mysticism as spontaneous and unstrained as his smile. He believed
according to Yana formula in the
making and peopling of the world
by gods and demigods. He believed in a Land of the Dead where
the souls of Yana live a shadow
community existence.

Dr. Saxton Pope, member of the
University's
Medical School faculty and close friend of Ishi, said,
"He closed a chapter in history.
He looked upon us as sophisticated children-smart,
but not
wise. We know many things,
and much that is false. He knew
nature, which is always true.
His were the qualities of character that last forever. He was
kind; he had courage and selfrestraint,
and though all had
been taken from him, there was
no bitterness in his heart. His
soul was that of a child, his
mind that of a philosopher."

When Ishi died on March 25,
1916 his friends were concerned
that he should reach the Land of
the Dead properly prepared. His
funeral was carried out in accord
with Yahi usage. In the coffin in
which
he was cremated
were

Compliments

of Olivet

Memorial

Park.

We deeply appreciate Theodora Kroeber's permission to quote freely
from her book, "lshi In Two Worlds."
Those wishing to have the full
story of Ishi should read the book.
You are welcome to visit Olivet and view the urn containing Ishi's
remains. It is thought that Ishi probably made this clay urn himself.
It is inscribed "lshi, The Last Yana Indian, 1916."
The urn is to be
found in the Olivet Columbarium.

last of the Yana Indians
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1601 HILLSIDE BOULEVARD,

ISHI, the last known Stone Age survivor in North America
and the last Wild Indian.
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FLOWERS GROWN BY THE ITALIANS IN COLMA

by Gus Pedemonte 1985
The first nursery that settled in Colma proper was owned by the Ottoboni family,
who set up their nursery as early as 1902 in the area near F Street and EI Camino Real
and so rightfully named their nursery Pioneer Nursery. One of their sons, Raymond, later
became a councilman of Colma for approximately 27 years and served as it's mayor for
several terms. Raymond's son, Junior, also served on the council. Another family, the
Lagomarsino family were growing violets right on the slopes of Collins Avenue. Their son
Dini, became the chief of police for Colma and for many, many years kept everything
well in hand.
The Italians migrated to this area in the late 1800's. They were able to muster up
enough money to pay for their passport and transportation in order to be allowed entry
into the country. The fact that they borrowed these funds made them really anxious to
go to work so they could repay whoever loaned them the money to come here.
Here in Colma they found a well sheltered area with a moderate climate and most
of all the sandy soils that are still here. So it was only a matter of time that the
knowledgeable farmers began to realize that Colma lands were highly productive. They
began to clear the lands of shrubbery and tall eucalyptus trees.
Because the cemeteries owned all the land, and not all of it was tillable because
of the growth, they welcomed anyone who had the willingness to clear their lands for
them. In other words, the cemeteries would allow anyone to use these lands for free if
they cleared them. Thus the beginning of small gardens in this area. To this day the
cemetery people have tenants on their unused lands.
continued next month

1909 - The Joseph Lagomarsino family home on Collins Ave. near Junipero Serra with
family and friends.

