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I July-August-September 2022
eHA President's Message
Congratulation to Perky Ramroth and Richard
Rocchetta who were re-elected to our Board. CHA
is very fortunate to have them sharing their time,
energy, skills, and ideas with us. Working with them is
a pleasure.
The Patricia Hatfield
Memorial
History
Room attribute is now
posted. Pat's children,
.,- .'--'\' Patty and Dave, Jr.,
• . ,"
~,'.,
gifted the museum with
the retirement gift CHA
had presented to her in
2017. This and the plaque to the right are now posted
in the museum's History Room, one of her favorite
rooms. When we all feel safer to gather in a smaller
area, CHA will hold a memorial gathering in her
honor.
Pat Valente has joined our volunteer team. She is
sorting and organizing our larger historical information
files making it easier to search for information. Sue
Hudson is also continuing as our Hospitality Chair
and is helping with freshening the Depot rooms and
updating our event records. CHA needs to stay active
and vital, and WE NEED YOU to make this
happen.
Our next Quarterly Meeting will be on Saturday,
July 30 at 11:00 AM. It will be a tour of the Italian
Cemetery followed by a picnic buffet on the back
deck of the museum with ample room and ventilation
for COVID precautions. Meet at 540 F Street at Clark

Newsletter #138
Ave., the cemetery office. The tour will be on level yet
sometimes uneven ground. On the street parking.
Please RSVP cha@colmahistory.com or at 650-7571676.
We are combining the meeting with the Victorian
Days Walking Tours event that San Mateo County
Historical Association sponsors each summer. Troy
Milan, of the Italian Cemetery, will be our tour guide.
We'll learn about its history, be introduced to some of
its underground residents, and view spectacular stained
glass, Carrara marble statuary, iron and bronze work,
and family chapels. We will spend our time in the
original section of the cemetery with its Old World
ambiance. The new section across the street has
architecturally stunning mausoleums that can be
viewed at a distance and visited at a future time.
The picnic buffet will follow around the comer at
our museum. The museum is ADA accessible.
Our April Quarterly Meeting was an excellent
program presented by our own Richard Rocchetta,
"The Cemetery That Never Was and the Woman
Behind It." Thank you, Richard. You unearthed new
information about Annie Gooch Darbee, "The Frisco
Flower Lady," who was a major flower grower in
Colma yet isn't mentioned in the published histories of
Colma. She commissioned the plans for the cemetery
by Bernard Maybeck and Julia Morgan. It is still a
mystery why it wasn't built. The program script and
other related material are in our museum archives.
See Pg. 6 for Upcoming Events.
Stay safe. Take good care of yourselves. We hope
that the COVID picture improves.
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San Mateo Genealogical Society Completes
Indexing of the Valente, Marini, Perata
Funeral Home Records
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Sunday, April 23, 2023 at 2:00 PM

Tours
The Colma Historical Association has information
on self-guided tours of our museums & of sites in
Colma. Call for information, (650) 757-1676.

The indexing of names from the Valente, Marini,
Perata (VMP) Funeral Home records at the Colma
Historical Museum was completed recently by the San
Mateo County Genealogical Society (SMCGS). CHA
received the records in August 2017 just after this San
Francisco funeral home closed. Starting in 2018 through
March 2019 SMCGS members arrived at the museum
each Friday with their laptops to enter names into a
database. Those doing the indexing at the time were
Russ and Eunice Brabec, Lauren Perritt, Cath Trindle
and Ruth Ann.
From March 2020 until summer 2021 the museum
was closed to the public and no work was done. In June
2021, work commenced each Friday morning as board
member Richard Rocchetta opened the doors for Cath
and Lauren.
Finally, in June of this year the last entries were made
into SMCGS's database. All handwritten records from
July 1888 through Feb. 1993 ~are now online. Records
from - March 1993 through 1995 are on a computer
program that still needs decoding!! CHA will need to be
contacted directly for the records from 1996-2006. In the
SMCGS database there is basic information - last & first
name, death & birth dates, place of birth & death, burial
cemetery, and the book & page numbers where the
actual entry by the funeral home is written. For a copy
of the written entry by VMP where more information
may be available, contact CRA via email or voice mail.
We will be happy to send a copy of the page.
To view the index, go to the SMCGS website at
www.smcgs.org. Choose "Research", "Online Data",
then "Databases". Scro11to "Death Records .... " and
then "Mortuary Files of Valente, Marini, Perata & Co".
Then choose "Search" and enter the name you are
looking for. There are also many other databases the
society has on-line.
CRA thanks the late Russ Brabec who recommended
SMCGS to us and to the fantastic workers - Russ,
Eunice, Cath, Lauren, and Ruth Ann, who spent many
hours at the museum making this all possible!

New Membership

Rates!

July means Membership Renewal Time for many of
CHA's members. New discounted rates were recently
approved by the CHA board for new members as well
as for all members renewing their memberships.
Available now, you may join or renew for 2 years
with the second year for half price. For example, a 1year Senior Membership is still just $10.00, but a 2year membership is only $15.00. Similar discounts
apply to the other membership rates. As before, you
may have a 5-year membership for the price of 4
single years.
See the full list of new membership rates below,
and if a membership renewal envelope was enclosed
with your July-August-September Newsletter, please
renew today! Your ongoing support of the Colma
Historical Association is appreciated!
CATEGORIES
Senior (each, 60+):
1 year: $10.00
5 years: $40.00

-

2 years: $15.00
Lifetime: $250.00

-

Lawndale Almost Got Unincorporated
in 1926!
Lawndale was incorporated in 1924 by a group of
cemetery owners. They were concerned that once
again the cemeteries might be displaced by the
encroachment of surrounding communities. The goal
was to protect the cemeteries from another eviction as
had happened in San Francisco. With incorporation it
seems property values went up. This led to increased
property taxes. The farming interests in Lawndale
started to feel the crunch of higher taxes and they
wanted to return to the "good old days" before
incorporation.
Perky Ramroth, one of our board members, while
researching newspaper articles for ones related to
Lawndale-Colma,
discovered
that there was a
movement to unincorporate Lawndale in the years
immediately following its incorporation. The first
article is a legal Notice of Special Election. The
second article tell us the results of the voting which
required a 2/3 majority to pass.

Students:
1 year: $10.00

-

2 years: $15.00

-

1 year: $15.00
5 years: $60.00

-

2 years: $22.50
Lifetime: $375.00

5 years: $100.00

1 year: $50.00

'VHr:REAS,
till" i'It it

-

2 years: $37.50
Lifetime: $625.00

-

-

2 years: $75.00

5 years: $400.00

-

!l'l(\re

Lifetime: $2,500

-

our website, click on News. You will see that all
newsletters can then be accessed. Perky Ramroth
compiled a Topic Search Key. It is located at the
of the same page.

Video
A Taste of the Colma Historical Museum
Our IS-minute video tour of the Colma Historical
Museum is on You Tube. You can access it via the
CHA website, www.colmahistory.com. On the Home
page click on the title near the bottom of the page, or
on the menu click Museum, then watch the video.
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Colma's 1950 Census
By Perky Ramroth
The 1950 Federal Census released in April of this
year revealed Colma had a population of 295, Colma
was home to 80 children 18 years of age or younger.
Colma was assigned Enumeration District number
"41-39" and was conducted April 1-16, 1950, by Julia
G. Shinazy. The first two residents listed on Page 1
are Mattrup and Stella Jensen on D Street.
About half of the adult working population was
employed in three main occupations: the cemetery or
monument industries, the floral or nursery industries,
or in farming. About 25% of Colma's adult women
stated they worked outside the home.
The 1950 Census sheets are in the Colma Historical
Association's library for you to enjoy.

North Colma Small Business Complex
On El Camino Real
By Maureen O'Connor
Many of us know of Colma's larger commercial
areas - Auto Row, Serra Center, 280 Metro, Mission
Road. Did you know that we have a small business
complex between 7743 and 7801 EI Camino Real? It is
on the east side across from Bocci Memorials
(Monument Company) and sits under a high ridge of
land. You might well find just the business you've
been looking for among these six business enterprises.
There is on the street parking, Sam Trans bus service,
and the Colma BART station for easy access.
Now let's take a walk down the east side of El
Camino Real starting at. ...
SWEET DREAMS BAKERY, 7743 EI Camino Real

COLMA CREMATION AND FUNERAL
SERVICES, 7747 El Camino Real
Sir Reuben A. Houston
Funeral Director and Owner, FDR#3914
"24 plus years of serving the Bay Area"
Colma Cremation and Funeral
Services was founded in 1996
to provide
families with
affordable
solutions
for
funerals and cremation. Our
vision? Create a company that
cares and is sensitive to the
increasing costs of funeral
services, a company built on a
of professional experience and

solid foundation
expertise.
Colma Cremation and Funeral
CHA's Business members.

Services is one of

DOLLY EFFECT, 7749 EI Camino Real

You can shop a variety of delicious desserts from
elegant to just-right-for-the-kids. I can't say it better
than one of the reviewers: " ... eat tasty red velvet
cupcakes, cream
caramel, and spice
cakes.
This
confectionary restaurant provides food delivery for the
convenience of its clients. Sweet Dreams Bakery is
recommended for the well-trained staff. The fabulous
service is something these restaurateurs care about.
You will like low prices." Rebecca Lugtu is the owner.
Sweet Dreams has supported CHA fundraisers by
contributing yummy desserts.
APEX BARBER SHOP, 7745 EI Camino Real

This business relocated here recently. It gets great
reviews on Yelp and Booksy.com booking site.
"APEX is a new barber shop in the peninsula, but the
team here has a wealth of experience in years
combined. Each individual is dedicated to their craft focused and consistent."

Dolly Effect is a luxury spa that specializes in
beautifully crafted lash extensions and exceptional
customer service. They are a NALA certified member
and educator. "We love our clients and our clients
LOVE us."
RMB INSURANCE, 7751 EI Camino Real
No information available.
SIMPLY UNIFORMS, 7801 EI Camino Real, corner
ofF Street
Simply Uniforms has been
in Colma since 1995. It
"was founded by a mother
and daughter team, Yvonne
Neves and Yvette Cortes.
The
company,
family
owned
and
operated,
provides Colma and the
surrounding
community
with uniforms for school,
both private and public." At
the beginning of school
semesters, the lines run up
the F Street hill! Things are a bit calmer the rest of the
year. Owner Yvette Cortes, last in line, and her many
employees lined up for the photo.
Simply Uniforms is one of CHA's Business members
and has supported CHA fundraisers.

RECENT GIFTS TO THE MUSEUM
By Richard Rocchetta

H9§ Great to Be AnHve ill1lColma

June lOll Fun lVIoOllll Over Colma
Fisicaro: Proclamation recognizing Co1. John
W. Mitchell, late business owner (cabinetmaker) in Photography by Melissa Jones, a new above-ground
Colma for his heroic service in World War II, flag that resident of Colma. Welcome, Melissa, and thank you.
was flown over the Capitol in Washington and the
. certificate certifying that the flag was flown over the
Capitol.
John Goodwin:
T-shirt from 2021 Turkey Bowl
sponsored by DC/Colma Chamber of Commerce worn by
the Colma Police.
Barbara
Prato:
Small metal vintage tobacco tin and
book of S&H Green Stamps.
Perky Ramroth:
Business card from "Daly City
Record-Miss Violet Ver Linden", Business card "Colma
Pioneer Merchandise Store-M. Belli & Co." and 1948
Jefferson High School Yearbook.
Susanne Reed: Three books - "Hearst Castle, San
Simeon"; "Westlake", Images of America Series; 1953
Thomas Bros., Popular Atlas of San Mateo County.
Michael Rocchetta:
License plate frame "Serramonte
You may recall that Colma is the Raymatush
Oldsmobile" in Colma, from 1980.
Ohlone
word for Moon. It is a special experience.
Patty Hatfield Simpson: Various plaques, certificates,
and other personal items from former CHA President and
Memories of July 4th in Colma
President Emerita Pat Hatfield.
By Maureen O'Connor
I remember going to great fireworks shows in
Upcomiing 66Histo)]ricaP9 Tllllnll1l\1!s
to do & see
Colma on the 4th of July. So I went to the Museum
ulI1l/near Cofima
library and did some research. Here's what I found in
Colma HftsuorncallMuseum www.colmahistory.com
the June 1986 City Hall Newsletter.
Open Saturdays U-.3 PM
"FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION!!!
o
Quarterly Meeting Sat., Jully.30 at 11:00 AM
The City Council of the Town of Colma is pleased to
Tour of the Italian Cemetery followed by a
announce that there will be a professional fireworks
picnic buffet at the Museum. RSVP
display on July 4th, 9:30 P.M. Cypress Hills Golf
o
CHA Tea, Sat., Sept 24.
Course on Hillside Boulevard. Admission is free.
Daly City History Guild! &, Museum
Molloy's
on Mission Road will be celebrating the
vvww.dalycityhistorymuseum.org
Fourth of July holiday with a Bar-B-Que, two free
o
Open Tuesdays & Saturdays 12- 3 PM
drinks, games, and music. Please join us at 5 P.M. and
San Mateo County Genealogical Society
end your meal with a spectacular fireworks show. Cost
www.smcgs.organdhttps://smcgs.blogspot.com
San Mateo County Historical Association
$3.00 per person over 14 years of age."
wwvv.historysmc.org
It really was spectacular and felt very special to be
e
Free First Fridays each month
there
with our neighbors. This continued for several
tlI
Victorian Days Walking Tours 2022, check website
o
Sanchez Adobe, Pacifica, Sanchez Adobe years. The word got out and people came from
Historical Site - San Mateo County Historical surrounding communities. Eventually things got out of
hand with crowds, parking, and people partying in the
Association (historysmc.org)
cemeteries. The Colma fireworks show stopped in the
Historical Society of South San Francisco
https://ssthisotry.org
early 1990s. It was great while it lasted.
s
Museum
& Plymire-Schwartz House Open
I couldn't find any photos
Saturdays 1-4 PM
of our fireworks in the
Pacifica Historical Society www.PacificaHistory.org
Museum
library, but this
It
Museum open T, Th, Sat, 1-4 PM
nd
is what I remember. We
Rummage Sale, 2 Saturdays each month, 9-4
were so close, right under
San Francisco History Association
a sky full of beauty.
https://sanfranciscohistory.org
Monthly meetings in person and on Zoom. Check
the website for topics.
Dennis
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Murphy was the singer for the 1971 Sesame
Street cartoon shorts "The Alligator King" and "No.
9 Martian Beauty" animations produced by his
friend Bud Luckey. Murphy performed on many of
Luckey's other Sesame Street animated shorts.
Murphy was a friend of cartoonist Charles
Addams of the Addams Family, and of trombonist
and Disney animator Ward Kimball, who created
many memorable caricatures of Murphy.
Turk Murphy died on May 30, 1987, and IS
interned in Cypress Lawn Cemetery in Colma.

Turk Murphy
By Michael Rocchetta

Born Melvin Edward Alton Murphy in Palermo,
California on December 16, 1915, he was
trombonist and bandleader who played traditional
and Dixieland jazz.
He began playing in San Francisco dance bands
in the 1930s. He played with the Will Osborne and
Mal Hallet orchestras during the mid-1930. In 1939
he teamed with the legendary Lu Watters. Joining
Watters's Yerba Buena Jazz Band, he played a
steady stream of engagements at the Dawn Club
located in the basement of the Monadnock Building
on Market and Third Streets. The Watters Band also
Churchill Street, a narrow lane that runs between
included pianist Wally Rose.
Broadway
and Vallejo Street, was renamed by the
He served in the Navy during World War II, and
during that time he also played in some Board of Supervisors "Turk Murphy Lane" after his
engagements: one included a recording with Bunk death.
Johnson and Watters on December 19, 1941, and
another with Johnson in San Francisco in the spring
of 1944.
The Yerba Buena Jazz Band broke up in 1950.
Murphy then played with various orchestras until he
formed his own band at the Italian Village at
Columbus and Lombard in North Beach. The band
appeared twice on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1959
and 1965.
In 1960 he opened Earthquake Magoon's on
Broadway, named after the popular Al Capp Cartoon
Character. It then moved to the William Tell Hotel
on Clay Street above Montgomery, then to the
Embarcadero below Mission Street, and finally to
Pier 39 where it closed in 1984.
From 1984 until his death, his band played in the
New Orleans Room of the Fairmont Hotel. In
January 1987 he played Carnegie Hall.

COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 Hillside Boulevard
Colma, CA 94014

JULY QUARTERLY MEETING
Walking Tour of the Italian Cemetery
Followed by Picnic Buffet
Saturday, July 30, 2022
11:00 AM, 540 F Street
RSVP via voice mail 650-757-1676 or
Email cha@colmahistory.com

Underground Resident

John F. Fugazi (1838-1916)
He built the Club
Mr. Fugazi now resides in a majestic family Chapel
Fugazi
on Green St. in
that he personally supervised the construction of in the
North Beach where
Italian Cemetery. We will see it on our walking tour
many of us attended
on July 30. Fugazi was one of the leaders of the
performances of Beach
Societa !taliana de Mutua Beneficenza and made
Blanket
Babylon. It also
significant gifts to the Italian Cemetery at the time it
houses
Italian
was established.
Community
Services
Born in Santo Stefano delIa Badia, Italy, Fugazi
which continues to
moved to the United States at an early age and
serve the San Francisco
eventually moved to San Francisco. His is an amazing
Italian community to
immigrant success story. He began his career in San
the
present.
Francisco selling perfume and hair dye and rose to be
the city's most famed Italian philanthropist,
Sources: City of Souls by Michael Svanevik & Shirley
businessman and banker. He founded one of San
Burgett, & San Francisco, Italy, Perspectives from
Francisco's three Italian Language newspapers and
Mauro Battocchi, Consul General of SF (2012-2016).
created a successful travel agency. He also founded
two successful banks that were eventually acquired by
A. P. Giannini's Bank of America. Papa Fugazi lent
money to the masses after the 1906 earthquake.

